INTRODUCTION

.én Hn ‘book qf Joshus we are mads to undsrstand
.hogt oyr Joving ang !;ving Gad wants us to possess by faith
our great spiritual inheritance. When God delfverad ‘the
children of Israel from Eyypt Hs did so with the purpose '
of giving them the rich and fartils land of Canaan as thelr
inheritance. Similarly the Lord Jesus Christ, not only
forgives us of our sins but also wants ustotske our full
sfrara of the heavenly inheritance, whichis” ...an inheritance
Incorruptable, and undsfiled, and that fadeth not away,
reserved in heaven.....” {1 Pet 1:4). The apostle Paul
refers it to as “the inheritance of the ssints in light {Col.
1:12) and says in Eph. 1:14 that the Holy Sp:dt is given
to us as an earnest of that Inhsritance.

The land of canaan is a shadow of our spiritus!
inheritance In Christ. Atthat time Canasn was a fertils
fand with plantly of water and 8 bu ndance of the best fruits.
In contrast, In Egypt the children of Isrsel had to labour
hard, and had to remain as slaves. In canaan everything
was in abundsnce, That speaks of the fulness of God
whiok wa can enjoy in Christ Jesus according to (Col,

2;9.70). God wants usto possess that fulness by faith.
VWe receiva entarnal life as a¥gift, but our share In the

inheritance has to be claimed and appropriated by faith day



by day., Just 85 a child born in a wealthy family,
automsticslly gets a claim on his portion of the family
propsrty. similarly each believer born in to the family of
God has a c!ag,m on the Heavanly mﬂantm 8ut it must
be possessed by Taith, '

‘Now fet us fook Into some imborf#nr considerations -
that are needed to give us maxrmum bsneﬁ“t fmni our
passass!ng ths heavenfy !nheritance TR



1. SIMPLE FAITH

.. . The story of Rehab, as tecorded in Joshua chapter
24 ;aaches us how we can possesa our mheritance by
_._falth ‘Going by the family and nationality etc., ‘Raheb
being a haathen hatlot had no rlgl"lt to the grate inheri-
_garice which God wanted to give to the chiken of
Tsrgel. That was perhaps ohe ofthe reasons why her
"house was on the city wait and not-right’ inside the city
“Burptisingly. ve find that this despised worsdn har real
tiwing tmith v the geent God of the leraslites. - Qther
~.pacplain the city: had also heard about-the wongasful
works done by God ow bahslf of His people and they
~wara full of feat. But Rehab could say tothe spies
“......for the Lord your God he is God in Heaven above,
and i earth beneath" (vs. 11). She even balieved
‘that the "Loid had alrsady giverr ‘them the land. - She
"saw by faith how Godls Judgment woikd suwely takt an
Jeticho —and-ite. inhabitams: ' and hance sha claimad
-deljveranae for harself and basr family, At that time the
,chﬂdreq p.f Israei ‘were yet to reach Jordan and the Iand
of Canasn was stifl occupied by seven great nations.
But Rahab could say that the fand ms already given to
them. (vs. 9), with that faith she came inte the inheri-
tance of the peopls of God. at the moment she had no
idea about her share in- that inheritance. 'She was only
_in terms of escaping from the coming judgment, but
. Gt mot.only - deliveted -hee. itom her sinful life but
also:brought.her Into. the haly and chosen genargtion.
They is how she became the g.raat grand-mather of David
(Matt. 1:5), and eventually in the same line Lord Jesus
Chr’l‘é’t was also born.” Thus we sée how first of all, by
fatth it the Iwmg and true God she was bwught ima the
inhorianes. ..



-2, SHARING ' L

Ihan yve flnd that Rahab 'was concerned about her
ownqhousehold. She requested the splee to sHoWw klnd-
ness unto her fathpr & house,‘_ and give her a true token

that they: wopld save them alive. (vs 11 ‘!2) Slmllquv
. @yery believer can cleim aalvatlon for hls or ‘her femlty,

~-according to the promise given to us in Acts. 16:31. As
. we claim by faith salvation for-our relatives, we will be
Efven a full share in tha great Heavenly Inheritance. Meny
“peadple say that they are born-again but whan we ‘guestion
them whether they-are praying for their friends andun-
cenverted members of their families, they have ng ‘answer.
If we also are concerned about 1he selvatlon of our ‘rela~ '
tions wa will-have our. full shere in the mherltence. ,\Ne
‘must claim God's premlse .and go on intetceding on behalf
“of our ufisaved ones; =We may have to wait fora: leng
tirne befo*re we see our prafvers being ariswered, but with-
out falnting we must conﬂnue in pra,yer and claim deTve
_rance for the whole household. "' i

3 SPRINKLING OF BLOOD

Theﬁ Reheb tied the §carlet thredd on the windew
“Thié Meals that by faith she cee under the sprmkhﬁgief
“the blood, The spies might have told her how'in’ Eqybt
thev were delivered from the ange! of death bv the sprmk-
flmg of blood on the lintels and doorposta She gethered
all her psople and by faith tied the scarlat thread as-much
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a6 to-say that she brought them all under.the.blpod, and
«-3Aus she and har family were delivered from  the - goming

-ijudgment. . Bhe did this straight -away without wasting
".4ma. ivspite of - the fact:that Joshua and the childres:of

' graal were still very far away. Evanihough she knew: that
Jericho was a strong city with very thick ‘walls, and that
there were many mighty men or valour in the city to fight

against the children of Israel still her faith was firm and

_ great, and she believed in the victory of the living God.

' That s why without any deélay she tied the scarlet thread,

“Its through faith, and ‘simple “aith 'alone that we can

. dlalm seivation and thus find aursa!vas ready'ba moive
i u!he gmu haavenly inheritance. :

TL .'~: IR Wy

40 POWERFUL vCAPTAIN
Than came uw tirme for the iﬂaelltes to cross the river

- ..ha:daa andenter into the land-of Canaan. Thaey. went
- ‘acrase the rivey in:-1hs most: unuaual way. This also shows
s sownething.wiore: of ‘the :way in which we  can -eater
into.wnd enjgy our inheritance in-Christ Jesus. God in-
structed, “Yet there shall be a space between you and it,
“ifley The avk of the covenent of. the -Lord) .. about two
‘sthousand cubits by measure: - gome not near unto.it, that
- yemeykhow. theway by whichs ye must'go: for - ye-have
“pgt: passed thit ‘way here - after” (Josh. 3t4).. When the
. *+ priests-carring the srk of the covanant were- to enter the
-prontisad:land, first God HimsedF was going.before. them
g figheson:tireir.bebalf. 1t was not by their own strength,
“tpoweror dbility that they couldisrose the river oz conquer
- the'sttong enemies.:who then occupied the land.: namely:
rinhw Camasnites; the Hittites., the Hivites, the Perizzites,
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Girgashites, the Amorites and the Jebusites. The ark was

. to'ramind them that tha tiving-and the mighty God. was

Himself among them-as their powerful Captain. He would

" lead thenrand-drive out “the enemies befors them, wnd
. they-were not to depend an their own strength, ability. or

weapens of war..

5. FULL SU BJECTION

Now the river ‘Jordan is not very wide and deep

‘is not more than 26 to 30 feet wide. _ITha,_ch_lil_drqn of
. Istael could have built a bridge over it or could have used

boats to cross it. But the Lord had instructed them . that
the priests carring the ark should go first and all the other
people should follow them. As soon as the feet of the
priests touched the water, the water parted arid the people
passed across on dry ground.  The waters of Jordan
speaks of our sinful fleshly nature which hinders iis from

. possesing our Inheritance. As long .as we depend on
* -guf willipower and atrengthto overcome.that nature, we
‘witl be. defeated,; ' l1:is only when the Lord: Jesus: Christ

takes charge of our Iwos that we- can enjoy thory. o

~ ..Paul the apostla, was one of the rnost hlgh!y quah-
fled men of his time. He could aslo say that he was

- -blameless as touching the righteousness which was acso-

rding to the law. ¥Yet he did. not depend:en his. human
qualifications, rather he said that he had no confidenge in
the flesh {Phil. 3:1). He also said ... .. not'l, but-Christ
heoe'h Just as the children of lsvasel had: ne scheme

| -or-plan.of their own to cross -the siver but were. fully
. -obedient to the plan God had given them,  similasly: we
should' enthrone the Lord Jesus Christin our heavepnly
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King and.be undet His full subjection. Just gs the waters
parted as soon as the feet of the priests touched: it,-we.
too. will find the power of the Lord working on our behalf .
and leading us to victory, - Day after day we have to fece
many battles in our hsarts because the snemy stirs -us up
with thoughts of hatred, enimity, jealousy, lust, impurity,
greed, pride etc. These desires, feslings and thoughts
cannot be conquered by our own will power, knowledge
or clave,rness B
We' have to say bv faith, "Lord Josus, | cannot -
conqusr these sinfut desires by myself. They are troubl-
ing M8, You ptease coriguer théffi on rﬂy behalf”* Theén
alone we can enjoy His wdtory : :

6. TRUE FOLLOWING

After crossing the river Jordan the children of lsrael
had to conquer the highwalled city of Jericho. The'Lord
told them that if only they would follow Him as He went.
beftirs tham and do whatever He commanded them, they
would be able to ses the snemy defeated -'God informed-
the Isfaelitss so ‘cléarly thdt they had not passed that
way befdre and that- they | could not depend tpon: the
wisdom they-had acquired’ in Egypt or any othei” past ex-
perienitdof theirs. Only the Lord knew 'thie way and He “
nlbrfé?bdﬁld !amd' th'em."i They'slhp!?- ha’d to follow leh.- v

The éli‘fferent citles in the jand ~of Canaan were -
conquerod in dlffgrent ways. Al ‘was not conquered In_
the same way as Jerlcho was conquered . S0 the Lord |
had a differsnt plan-each time. He revealad His plans to .
Joshus stap by step and‘the childreh . of Israel could be
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sure - of vigtofy-when  they Tmplicity followed the -
revealed plan.:: The reason why the Lord had acked them:

- to keep & epace between thadh and the ark of -the covenant:

(Josh, 3: 4),wa§"ﬂm thiw could keep their em on- It ind g
fouow of.. .

7h.sUhRENDER,

The psople were asked to sanctify themselves Batdre
they could cross the river{vs..5). -Sanctification means
bringing ourselves into the full posession of the .living...
God, instead of. dopendmg upon oursel.ves.{our waalth,
our numbers, or any other human adv.anlagas, we should‘
give full chargs of our Ilves to the Lard. He will then
for us in svery situation and make us more than
conquarors, B T T

©oay

8 FELLOWSHIP- : S o :335

The ark ot -the covansnt had to ho borna bvmthe
pmsts and all the rastqttho peopla had.to- follow. tlwn,
Wae 100 have to identify ourselves with the whole chulch
ang thus becoma auccessfull in overcoming all the abat-
acle.We must be in fellowship with other believerg.and take.,
ouwr full shgre in-building up the. Chuich, Many- buellavers
do not.meet with, otharbelievers- fel]owahlp. -They, thmk
that even by staying back at homsé and reading some’
good | books or doing somegood works, 1all such practies

ﬁl brmg a blsssmg to them. These days you can hear .
messagas on the radio ali the day long. “Many people are
just satisfied with thesé'broadcast” They: thifk that by
heating geod music and ‘goodrmessagas-they car ‘get: alk:
God's bloasings. But they do -not'know tha value-of the' -
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tellowship which we have as we mest together either
for worship or for prayer or for the study of His Word,
Do not keep away from fellowship, thinking that
through messages on the radio or through good books
and magazines, you will receive full blessings. That
way you will only remain anaemic and powerless, You
will lose many benifits of coming together again and
again as fellow believers for prayer and fellowship. Our
14 strength and growth depend upon our fellowship with
one another, The early believers began to grow spiritually,
bacause they continued steadfasty in the apostle‘s doct-
ring, felilowship. breaking of bread and prayers Act. 2:42

9. SUFFICIENCY

The priests who carried the ark remained in the river till
all the people had crossed over to the other side. Without
a single person being left back all went across. As far as
God is concerned He has made sufficient provision for
each believer to possess the inheritance. We may hesitate
and think that such g great privilege is meant only for
people like apostle Paul or other great pearsons. Butina
way God is showing us that those who put their faith in
the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ can have their share in
the inheritance, not by depending upon their own human
abilities, but by faith they can surely claim the victory of
the Lord Jesus Christ for themselves,

10. LOOKING UP

g Paul exhorts us in Col. 3:1,2 to sesk those things
. which are above and to set our affection on heavenly
\ things. This can apply to our heavenly inheritance. When

W
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we were not born again, we were concerned about increas-
ing our income, worldly possessions or property, But as
God’‘s children our hearts should be set upon heavenly
things. Then in verses 9,10 Paul writes about putting
off the old man with its deeds and putting on the new
man, which is renewed in the knowledge after the image
of God. Crossing the river indicates that the pecple of
Israel had to put off the old life and ware entering intc an
entirely new life. So we say by faith that the Lord Jesus
had put away the old man with sinful nature and also
claim by faith the newness of life which He manifasted in
His rising again from the dead. By that life we can be
prepared for receiving the heavenly inheritance.

11. NUTRITION

Just as we need food for physical strength to carry
on our daily tasks, we need the life of our Lord Jesus
Christ to be able to shoulder our different responsibilities
and to overcome various temptations. }f we do not eat
properly our body witl not co-operate with us. Also it
is not posssible to eat once for all and be strong for
a long time. Qur bodies are so made that we have to
oat two or three times a day. The same is trus spiritually
also. In order to be strengthened We must take by
faith the life of the Lord Jesus. We can tell Him day
after day, ‘“‘Lord Your life is my life, 1want that life
for this day’s duties and activities’”. In this way we
can be strengthensd and can overcome our weaknesses,
otherwise we are bound to fail and remain weak.

12, CLEANSING

Aftar the |sraslites crosssd the river Jordan, the Lord
instructed Joshua to choose one man from sach of the
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twelve tribes ef israel and to take out of the midst of the
river Jordan twelve stones and these stones waere

pitched in Gilgal (Josh. 4:20).

Gilga! means *rolied away”. The life in Egypt had
besn a life of reproach. Now in Giiga) their reproach
was rolled away. God rolled away amd removed ail
their past failures, defeats, shame and reproach. One
of the strong weapons, which the devil uses to lgeep' us
defeated, is to keep us reminded constantly of our past
failures: He keeps saying to us what about that failure
that defeat, that sin? Because of this we becomse
discouraged and say, “How can a person like me sever
think of possessing ths inheritance in- Christ’’? In this
way many believers come under judgment and condem-
nation. We nsed not remain under such guilt of sin:
wo can claim constantly the precious blood of tha Lord
Jesus Christ for cleansing the stains of our sins. By
faith in his blood we can remain clean and pure,
According to Acts 15:9 it is by faith that we can
constantly be washed and cleansed from all our defile-
ments. Every time we are dsefiled by thought, word or
deed, we can say, “‘Lord Jesus | am defiled. Plesse
forgive me, wash me in Your blood and cleanse me”,
Then He will cleanse us. But if we do not come under
His blood, we will remain under judgment and condem-
nation. Come to Him by feith and He will roll away
your reproach. 1f we humble ourselves and confess our
failures and bring ourselves under the precious blood,
the Lord will forgive us and wash away all our sins,
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13. DEPENDENCE

God commanded Joshua to circumcise the children
of Israsl. God has made a covenant with Abraham and
his seed after him and said, “"This is my covenant which
ye shall keep........ every man child among vou shall be
circumeised” (Gen. 17:10). At the same time God had
renewed His promise to Abraham that He would surely
give him a son and multiply him exceedingly and give
him-the land of Canaan fer an inheritance. Abraham was
at that time ninety-nine years old.. And Sarah his wife
was eighty-nine years old. Humanly spesking thay had
no hope of their bodies being capable enough to produce
a son. God had asked Abraham to circumcise every
male c¢hild, to impress upon them that they did not get
a son through their own strength or energy, but through
God's own lite, and power of resurrection alone, they
had become fruitful. In the same way Joshua and the
children of Israsl had to kesp in mind that they could
enjoy thelr inheritance, not by their own might or
cleverness, but through God's Spirit, might and powser.

We find the same message being conveved to
Zerubbabel in Zech. 4:6. ‘*Not by might, nor by powsr,

but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts”. Zerubbabel
was full of doubts and questions as to how the temple
at Jerusalem would be rebuilt. He knew that according
to the prophecy of Jeremiah the children of 1srael would
be in captivity in Babylon for 70 years. He saw the
walls of Jerusalem that had been broken down and the
gates that had been burnt with fire, Peopls of lsrael
who were with Zerubbabs! were few in number with
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little money and little help. Under these circumstances
the Word of the Lord came unto Zerubbabe!, that God’'s
work would be done not by human might or by human
power but by His Spirit. We cannot do any service for
the Lord in our own stength and connot possess and
enjoy our inheritance by our own efforts. We must learn
to depend upon the Spirit of God and must bring
ourselves under His ful! subjection.

By ignoring God's leading and discbeying His
commands we will become spiritually blind. Today we
‘find many people have lost their vision concerning the

things of God because of disobedience or because of
partial obedience.

For example, king Saul obeyed God partislly and as
a result of it he was rejected by God, David also fell into
the tamptation of numbering his grate army and thus
. took pride in his strength (2 Sam. 24:2,3). He knew
fully well that all his victories were won by God and
not by his own strength of army. He did not defeat
Goliath by his own might or cleverness. He fought
against Goliath in-the Name of the Lord God and so
defeated him (1 Sam. 17:45,50). Yetin his old age he
yielded to the temptetion of counting the number of his
army. Joab, the commander of his army tried to save
him from this mistake but David’s determination
prevailed, It revealed the fact that David,s eyes were
upon the targe number of his people and not upon God.
That is why God brought him upon his face ona
threshing floor. In this way David had to learn to put
his trust only on the Lord.
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This kind of temptation comes to all of us. We are
tempted to depend upon our own will power, ability or
knowledge to overcome our temptations or to do God’s
sarvice. Many psople depend upon their cameras,

buildings and properties. They think by having ali these
things they will have more fruit and see good resuits,

For fruitful ministry, we have to cast ourselves upon
the Lord for every situation. Even preachers, if they
- dapend up on their past blessings and achievements, they
will.cut away the chance of sesing much fruit. Day after
day we naed to ask God our Lord to touch our lips,
tongues and throats and give us His own message for
" His people. Only then will our ministry be loaded with
full life and freshness. Some clever house-wives add
salt, pepper. tamarind and other spices to stale and dried
up food and fry itto make it look and taste fresh.
Some preachers go on using the same old massages in
much the same way. That will not give us God’s blessing
and bring fruit to our offorts. It is imperative that we
should go on our knees and ask the Lord to anoint us
and give us His massage day by day. We should never
_ depend upon our own cleverness, ahility or snergy for
prepering massages as it will not lead ta a triumphant
- and usseful life. :

In order to teach all this, God asked Joshua to
gircumcise the people. He reminded them that they
would able to conquer the saven great nations and
. occupy the land of Canaan only by depending upon the
strength of the Lord snd not by depending upon their
own weapons of war or large size of army or their own
cleverness or scheming.
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12, BABES

We read in Joshua 5.12 that the Manna ceased. As
long as the children of I[srael wers in the wilderness,
God supplied them with Manna daily. After coming to
Cengan it ceased. They had to work hard for their food
from now on. Inorder to come to spiritual maturity we
must become active partners with God, In the beginning
of our spiritual life for a short time God will look after
us and watch over us in a special way. But ag we pro-
gress i spiritual maturity God expects us 1o exercise
faith to a larger extent and call upon Him for help, for
accomplishing more difficuft spiritual fruit. He wants
us to find ocut His will with greater precision and bear
our responsibilities and face trials and difficufties, which
are common to all, with @ more matured confidence
with God’s help. This way God wants us to learn to
claim His victory by faith.

The apostle Paul, sometimes expounded many
mysteries in the Word of God to hslp his followers in
spiritual matters. Then, while he was away, he wrote
to them to work out their salvation with fear and
trembling (Phil. 2:12). so for ashort time God will
give us shepherds to feed us, teach us and lead us,
Afterwards we have to learn to work by ourseives. We
must learn to read the Bible with deeper capacity of
understanding it and to meditate upon it and be able to
hear God‘s voice through it, Some believers remain as
babes for too long a time. They want other God's
sorvants to feed them with milk. They do not grow
and become more understanding nor have progressive
capacity to digest the strong spiritual meat in God‘s
word (Heb. 5:12-15). May the Lord help us to learn
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mofe and more how to hear His voice and find His
perfect will and thus no more to continua to be babes in
spiritual growth.

16. INVISIBLE POWER

The children of lsrael were now over aganist
Jericho. At that time the Captain of the host of the
Lord appeared to Joshua. Through this appearance
(Josh. 5:13-15), God was assuring him that He Himself
would fight on behalf of His people. After that Joshua
had to fight many battles but the Captain never again
appeared to him nor is He mentioned anymore, There-
after the Lord was fighting on their behalf inan unseen
and invisible way (Josh. 21:43-456). The same Lord has
promised to be with us also. Even though He is not
visible to our naked eyes but He will be with us and
fight our battles, provided we give Him complete
charge of our lives, plans and situations.

The Captain asked Joshua to loose the shoas from
off his feet. This meant that Joshua had to be free from
every defilament, When we walk about in different
places we cannot help but get dirty somewhere or
somehow. Aslong as we are in this wicked world, we
are always in the danger of gatting defiled through the

_ things we see and the things we hear. Some thought,
| word or deed may usher in defilement. We must claim
! the precious blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for ¢leansing
and- then ths Captain of the host of the Lord will be
with us al! the time. Thus keeping ourselves undefiled
through simple faith in the blood, we will bhe able to
enjoy invisi ble but very real presence of the Lord and
appropriate our possessions in Him,

o ————

‘-——-——“




19
16. BREAK-THROUGH

Jericho had great strong walls and all the gates were
rigidly shut for fear of the children of Israel, Inside were
mighty men of valour. The very sight of the high strong
walls would have frightened anyone. but such was not
the case with !sraelites. The Lord had promised them that
He had already glven Jericho into their hands along with
all inhabitants {Josh. 6:2). So even before they camein
the vicinity of Jericho they were  already .
under the strong confidence that the victory
belonged to them. The king of Jericho and his
mighty men point to the devil and his angels, We have
to fight against evil powers {Eph. 6;12). But our Lord
Jesus Christ has already defeated Satan and has put him
to shame (Col. 2:15). He won that victory on our behalf.
So by faith we too can claim His victory over every sattack
of the evil one.

God could have destroyed Jericho by using His
angels, had He wished so. But He wanted the Israelites
to be His co-workers. To become His co-workers, Wae
. need to have strong faith. For that reason the Israelites
had to believe in the promises of God and they had to
obey His commands without any doubt or question. If
the. Lord desired, the lsraelites could have gone round
the city of Jericho just once and the walls would have
fallen down. But we see they had to go round the city.
thirteen times. Every time they went round, their faith
was strengthened more and more. They were instructed
not to pay any attention to any people who might have
been watching them from the top of the wall. Perhaps
these people were also laughing and mocking at them,
On the othet hand through the blowing of the trumpsts,
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the children of Isragl were rejoicing in the victory from
the Lord. .

Theif eyes were drawn away from the city and Its
inhabitants and were fixed only onthe Lord. It[was
only by this strong active faith in the words of the Lord
and implicit obedience to His commands that they could
enter into the promised land and possess it. :

17. PURIFICATION

The &hildren of Israel had to go round the city of
Jericho once a day for six days and seven times on the
saeventh day. That points to the fiery trails which are
allowed in the life of & believer to give him strong faith
(1 Pet. 1:6-7). Gold is purified when it passes . through
fire seven times, To enable us to have the full portion of
our heavenly inheritance God will take us through several
painful situations.

18. PARTNERSHIP

Jericho was a cursed citv. |t was under the wrath of
God because of the abominable sins of the inhabitants
{Lev 18:6-2%). The people of Israsl had the honour to
work with God and judge the wicked city. As believers
we also are called to be co-labourers with God (1 Cor.
3:9; and 2 Cor. 6:1). It is our privilage to judge the worid
and even angels {1 Cor. 6:2-3). When we accept the Lord
Jesus Christ as our personal Saviour we are brought into
a sevenfold partnership with Him. We bscome =

1. Partakers of the Holy Spirit (Heb. 6:4).
. 2. Partakers of the Divine nature (2 Pet. 1:4).
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Partakers of His holiness (Heb. 12:10).
Partakers of His heavenly calling (Heb, 3:1).
Partakers of the inheritance of the saints

(Col. 1:12).
Partakers of His glory (1 Pet. 5 1),
Partakers of Christ (Heb. 3:4).

N Ok

By coming into the ful! enjoyment of all these
experiences we become trus co-workers with
God and enter into glorious partnsership with the
Creater of the universe our loving heavenly
Father,

- 18. HINDRANCES

In Joshua chapter seven we read of the defeat of
children of Israel befors Al. It happened because of
sin in one man's life, We are engaged in the Lord‘s
work as a body. As the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ
we are waging a war against the devil. Any failure or
shortcoming on the part of even one individual will
adversely and harmfully affect the whole Church,

As Joshua and the elders continued in prayer, the
sin of Achan was exposed. [t was dealt with in the way
God had asked-them to do; immediately after which the
promise of the victory began to be fulfilled. In the light
of the above, wse should also search our hearts and set
things right before God snd man so that we may not
bring any hindrance to the work of God.

20. GREAT PRICE

Achan had to pay a very great price for his sin.- That
should remind us of the extremely great price ‘which the
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Lord Jesus Christ had to pay to bear the judpment of
all the sins of whole mankind. How grateful we ought
1o be to our beloved Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ,

The Lord promised complete victory over Ai (Josh,
8:1), over the king of Ai, over his people, over his city
and his land. They could enjoy that victory as they obeyed
the commandments of the Lord in the fullest details. The
Lord Jesus Christ has obtained full victory over Satan
and his evil power {Col. 2:15). As we obey His com-
mands we too can enjoy His victory day after day, As
you study the book of Joshua you will find many simple
but immensely important truths revealed, which we can
appropriate by faith and thus come into the fu!ll enjoyment
of His inheritance., May God help us all to have this
experience.

‘When inheritance is passed to a prospective heir, the
heir naturally becomes interested in the list of possessions
he is going to inherit. Qur inheritance from God includes
many wonderful blessings. One of the wonderful bless-
ings is the joy of the Lord.

THE JOY OF THE LORD (Nsh. 8:10),

In the last part of Neh. 8:10, we read as foliows,
*The joy of the Lord is your strength”. Let us see if we
can understand what the joy of the Lord in rkality means
and whether we can receive this joy of the Lord along
with the usual great strength that accompanies it.

When a sinner receives the forgiveness of his sins by
being washed In the precious blood of the Lord Jesus
Christ, he receives a peculiar heavenly joy. This precisely
is the joy of the Lord we are talking about.
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This joy multiplies when one lives his life for the
glory and satisfaction of the Lord Jasus Christ. When
once we receive this joy it can be increasingly experienced
by usday by day. In the same Seripture portion
given above, it is written, “Send portions unto
them for whom nothing is prepared”. In other words
the heavenly joy which a saved psrson experiences can
be passed on to peopie who are in sorrow and are
deprived of this heavenly joy. This means that the
heavenly joy received by one can be shared with other
people also, that is, people who are in sorrow and who
are without such a jov.

This joy of the Lord also gives victory over every
sin and temptation. From tha Scriptu_re verse given
above we see that this joy is heavenly.

Let us consider the different characteristics of this
Joy and how this great joy can be received and
ernjoyed by all people.

1. UNLIMITED JOY

Firstly, it is a2 very great joy and is givento usin
a very great measure. “‘And the angel said unto them,
fear nat: for behold 1 bring you good tidings of great joy,
which shalt be to all people. For unto you is sorn this
day in the city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord’’ (Luke 2:10-1:). This message was brought to
the world at the time of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ,
by the angels. It was declared with great power and
authority; "l bring you good tidings of great joy”
The Lord Jesus Christ came into the world to give us
his great joy. This joy is directly from heaven, and is
heavenly.
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2. UNRESERVED JOY

Secondly, this joy is also sent from heaven under
divine authority to the entire human race. This joy is
meant for “all people”. It is not meant to be confined
to any one section of people. It clearly says, it shall

be to all people. So if anyone thinks that this joyis
meant far him exclusively he will himself be deprived of
- that joy as a resuit of this mistaken idea. What God
syas in the Bible is infallibiy true, It connot be alterad.
The term “all people’” means, peopls of &ll countries, of
all janguages, of all ages, of all walks of life, rich and
poor educated and uneducated, civilized and uncivilized
high and low, white and black. This joy can be received
and enjoyed by all.

When the Lord Jesus Christ was born in Bethlahem
two thousand years ago, there was spiritual darkness
prevailing over the worid. It was a period of chaos and
disorder. Those were th? days of bondage for the Jaws,
because they wers under the Roman rule. ldolatry
covared the whole country, there was no prophst nor
a place of warship from where the Jews, the people of
God, could hear the voice of God, I|twas atsuch
a poriod that Gods message of joy and peace was
brought to all the people. The words, "all people’
includes you also. so do not make yourself an exception
by thinking it does not apply to you.

3. UNDEFEATABLE JOY

Thirdly, this is a joy which can be enjoyed at all
times. It is not occasionally or for a short period. Qur
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life is always subjeact to changes because of different
circumstances such as sickness, sorrow, persecution,
pain, poverty, lonsliness and bareavement, But this joy
can be expetisnced even in very unhappy situations,
because it is the joy of the Lord. It is a joy which wiil
continue and cannot be defeated by any circumstance.
See what the Bible says in 1 Thess. 5:16 about this joy,
“Rejoice evermore”’. Youcan rejoice all your life time,
under any circumstance. God’'s Word cautions us that
we have to go through all kinds of trials and tribulations.
Yet in the midst of such adversities this joy will always
be present there, because it is the joy of the Lord.

4. WELL SECURED JOY

Fourthly, this joy cannot be snatched away from us
by anyone, Friends or enemies, relations or strangers.
“Your joy no man taketh from you* (John 16:22), Enemi-
es may rob us of our earthly joy, but they cannot taks
away joy which is from heaven. Some pecple through
jealousy and enimity bring false accusations against us
and try to take away our earthly joy. But this joy of the
Lord “no man taketh from us”, Do you possess the joy
of such a nature? or has any one succeeded in snatching
away your joy? If your joy is truely spiritual and hsavenly
no one can tamper with it,

5 UNAFFECTED JOY

Fifthly, ths joy of the Lord is psculisr joy which can
be enjoyed even when one loses all that he has  “Al-
though the fig tree shall not bfossom, neither shell fruit
be in the vines; the labour of the olives shall fail, and
the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off
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from the fold, and there shall be no herb in the stalls;
Yot | will rejoice in the Lord, | will joy in the God of
my salvation: (Hab. 3:17-18). Even though you lose
your watch or fountain pen or job or position or property
this joy will not leave you, In the year 1935, | myself
saw how 58000 people died in 18 seconds in the Quetta
earthquake, The few believers who lived there miracu-
lously escaped death glthough they lost everything they
had. At that time ! did rescue work thers for two weeks
The people who survived were crying ail the day long.
But the delievers even though they had lost evaery thing,
were singing songs and enjoying Bible study meetings.
They were least warr ied about what they had lost. Thair
jovy was real, not depending upon wealth, property,
position or job. People who do not have this joy, become
very miserable of every small loss because their joy
depends upon something worldly.

6. UNCHANGING JOY

Sixthly, even sorrow cannot take away this joy. “As
sorrowlul, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many
rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things™
(2 Cor. 6:10). You might wonder how there can be any
joy in sorrow, Butitis God Who gives such & joy. See
for example, on the surface of the sea which was very
stormy and disastrous, Jesus could make it perfectly
clam and guiet (Matt. 8:26}. In the same way God's
pecple enjoy great peace within their hearts even in
the midst of greate sorrow and bereavement, or any kind
of suffering or trial,

In times of sorrow we must go upon our knees and
say, “Godconnot make a mistake. His love never
changes. His word never changes. He is soversign®.
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Thua. wa w;ll see that a true beheve( never. Ioses hlS Sjoy
sven.in-intense sorow or grief. - : _—

7. .UNSPEAKABLE JOY

Seventhly, in 1 Pat, 1:8, the apost!e Patar speaks of
joy. which is unspeakable and full of glory Thls oy
cannot be expressed sunably by word or song No":'
earthly Ianguage can. express this joy. Thqugh we may
not spesk much, yet in hearts there isa pacu(:ar foy
which makes us feel that we are in heaven. The God
of grace gives us thig joy. as a gift. It. js, .wonderful
and unspoakabis and it nevsr leaves us.

8. "SUPERNATURAL JOY

Elghthlv, 1h|s 1ov does not depend upon “earthly
factors ‘like ‘gating and drinking. Itisa spiritual joy
which ‘comes into” us through the work'of the Holy
Sgirit jh our lives.  “For the kmgdom of God is hot meat
and dnnk but ngHteousness, and peate, and jay in the
Holy Glfast" (Rom. 14:17). " For some people their joy
depends upon good food. - Ay day if they have a feast,
it will. he.a great day: for: them. Thay long for gopd
fooql Thau joy: is occamonal and temparory,  But the
- joy o.f ;ha Lord-can ba enjoyad.even du ing: drought or;
farnlae«or hunger. .} can say by experience that, though :

I had to starve for many. days, | found no. murmuring o¢. -
discontantmant in my heart. - | had a psculiar joy within

me, with which earthly factors cannat intarfare,

- Now'tet us survay oir inner fife to discover -whethet
wa haveiredlly received that heavenly joy. - We should .
not tecaive oursslves. When any one goas for -shopping -
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. usually he thoroughly examines the things he intends

to:  purchass, and inspita of it, many such people ars”
deceived while buying wrist watches and other costly:
articles. Outwardly they all look nice and sttractive,

but really they are not so veluable. - Those who know
about them go on examining . them with various tests,

and still cannot guarantee a correct selection. in 2 Cor.
11:13'we rtead how the davil can deceive us. He can
maka us feel that we have the joy of the Lord even when
we actuelly do not have it. The devil can make an’”
umitatlon appear as very real.

- This reminds us of a certain “thief in a rallway
compartment. Once a man was fravelling in a train
with a box contalning many valuable things. He put his
carefully locked trunk on an upper berth, and went to
sleap. -In the middle of the night he disturbed us in our
sleap and examined his box. As he found it to be
heavy he concluded that it was not tampered with and
resumed his sleep. At the end of the journey he openad
the .trunk and to “his shock found that it was full of _
stones. The thief had c!avarlv substltutpd the stones
for his valuable articles to make the trunk _heavy .

- So the devil deceives us like that thief. It mgood
and safe to examine ourselves in- the light ‘of God's:
Word, and make sure that the joy we'have, is really the
joy of the Lord. In order to be sure, we sh’ould put ‘fho'
joy'to vanoua tests. '

. BEGINS 1N HEAVEN

. Thae first test lies in. the fact that the joy of:ths Lard
bagins in heaven. Wecan see from Luke 15:10 that
this joy bsegins in heaven and not upon the earth. The
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" Holy 8pirit through God's Words brings strong convic-
. 'tiohg and real repentance in the heart of a man. When he
- truly repents of his sins, believes in the Lord Jesus Christ
- . that He died for him on his behalf, thare is joy in heaven
* among: all the angels of God. When a sinher repents,
immediately God calls all tha angsls who sing with all
the heavenly instruments. The seme heavenly joy gets

- passed on to this répentant and saved sinner, also. So
- itis a joy from heaven. If it were an earthly joy which
comes from the preacher, it would soon fade away. One. -
‘day some people may raise their hands in a meeting and
'4my that ‘they afe born again. - The next day over a very
“trifling médtter they wilf get offended and break off. But the

’“’]oy which- comeés in to a ‘person from haaven can
nover fade away.

N That ie whv John the Baplst as a fora -tunner of
: .-fhe Lard Jesus Christ, preached about repentance and

_ sa!d, “Bring forth therefora fruit meet for repentanoa"
. The Lord Jesus preached saving,. Repant : for the
klngdam of heaven is at hand” (Matt 4:17). . Both John
" the Baptlst. ‘and the Lord Jesus Christ preached of
being filled with the Holy Ghost. If people repent of
their sins it should be frgm the heart and not from the
lips. ~To ensure that the repentance is genuine we must
make sure that'we fepent not-becalse of fear, or what
..people whould think of us, or to keep up a good name.
To some people repentance is a very vague consideration

. ..They very lightly say “Oh God, if | have done this or if

I have done that, please forgive me. They have no
raa’l c¢onviction and'sorrow for the tragedy of their sins.
*“4n the case ofJob God did not hava the need to

- gay to him. “You have done this wrong thmg or- that”
He had a ravelation of God. He had the vision . of god’s
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. beauty and glory-.and-his mighty powar, as he never had
befere: This made him abhor and hate. himeelfin Gad's
. presence because he could recognise  the greet-contrast
- ‘batween the two.:conditions; cne of God's Holiness. gnd
. other of: his own unwotthlness. Tfus wasluery pnmful
'-.i-'-for him, T

We read in; Luke 5 8 that Slmpn Pater felJ down at
_Jesus feet saying "'Depart fram me: for lama sinful man
O Lord’”. Qur Lord did not need to expase Simon’s sins
or rebuke h:m . But. Peter himself was greatly convicted
when he saw the greatness and. Inighty power af the
Lord Jesus Ghrlst . Again in Luke 19:8 we see. how
.-...Zacchaeus repented very sincarely. ~Qur. Lord never had
the need to paint out to him that he was conupt inhis
duty. The very presence of the Lord brought real repen-
tafice and ¢cHange- of héart tn him -and: said. "Behpld
Lord, the half of my goolls't givé to the poor: arfd 31
~ have taken fiom any man by false accusation, 1 will'res-
tore him foe fold”. So we sed how joy cormes to us'from
" heaven through reat tepentance, and jt ?s pourad mfo the
' heart of any. ona‘ who repents

o LAMB’S BOOK OF LIFE - - B

_ The seaond tas: to ensure that our;oy |s ganumaly
- from.the.Lord  lies in the fact that owr names shoul¢be-
-.-wmtenm the Lamb‘s bgok of Iifa,.

In Luke 10 ‘we read how ths Lard ‘sent oyt 70
dgsmples in'twas, 1o preach the. gospel . and to heal the
_sick,  After they had fulfilled their mimstry thqy returned-
" with great joy. To them, our Lord Jesus said, Do not
“rgejoice in-the mlracles, for 1hav do not glva you mal
'IO‘V" . i L --r; .
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- During His thres and'a half years of ministry ‘upon
the agrth our Lord performed many miracles, Some
~pegpla werea so thrilled to see the ‘miracles being perfor-
mad that they went dafter the Lord, just to see the miracles.
But the agme people later on cried, *Crucify Him. Crucify
Him”., Thae joy which they sought was only temporaty
and superfieial. A drunkard gets this type of joy when
he fesls like g king after drinking, but whén the intoxication
feaves him, he feels ashamed of himself for acting like a
Junatic.. That is -why our Lord exhortad the disciples.
“Rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; -but
rather rejoica, because your names are written in heaven”
{Luke 10:20). ‘While you are upon the earth make sute
that you ate acceptdd in Heaven. ‘In Heaven no -one will
feel liké a stranger Only uponh the aarth peopla bagin to
‘make enquiries to bscbme acquainted with one ' another.
“in'Heaven we will be redeived gladly and will Know evaty
‘one beforehand' for we are members of ane farnlly. the
. fﬂmily of God o

3. CONSCIOUSNESS OF GOD‘S PRESENCE

-.. - The third test to enrure that our joy-is genuinely from
.the Lord fies in the fact of our being conscious of God‘s
presence. o .
-y -:This joy comes to us as a result of contintously feel-
‘ing God.s..presence.  The ~more time we. epsnd: {a- His
prosence: the. more of His Heavenly .joy we will receive,
:by:Beeing God,s presence always helping-and guiding us,
.By reading the. Bible -and praying sufficieritly the great joy
e regeive is genuinsly Hebdvenly joy.: f we have any sin
dm us-such as jealously or hatred; we lose the sense of
£iod’'s presance and thgraby our joy departs. . To regain
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_this joy'we have to once again go through the painful.

. _prozess of tnuly repenting of oursins and shoricassings.

“Them alone the jay wilk be sestorad. By worshippinghe
Lord, by seading God’s: Word, 2ac by closs commimsion |
~with Him throegh prayes, we can eoeire ﬁn eonﬁnuhy
: andgmwthroi this joy :

!MPLJC[T QBEDIENCE

. - The fqurth test to ensure that oer fov is genainoly
-fromthe bord Hes in' the fact of our baing mmw
- obeadent to Gad‘a Word. - -

" We read in Jar. 15: 18, that by 1eceiving God‘s Woud
and obeying it we get joy. God.gave Jaremiagh the vasy
bard task, of bemga prophet to the peapla wha hatad
hum._ They laughad at him, mocked at him and even
“threw him Iato & pit. - Even than Jeramiah received God’
'Word and oBeyed it, and his joy increasingly cantinued to
be filled up. Thus by obeying God's Word aut v
multiplies.

5. SOUL SAVING

~ The 1ifth test to ensure that our joy is genuinely from
‘the Lord Nes #1 the fact ot 'our bringlng- other soufs o 1ha
joy of salvation,

in T Thess. 2:20. Paul wsota tor the bsllevars in

- Theasalonica as follows. “For yie are our glary and jen!”
wia tead inv Acts 17, how tha psopla in : Thessalomico te-

coived the word of the Lerd in the midst of persecations

.andremained faithhd. Paul wrote from Rome saving
. that he was sble to forgst sl his afflictions becduss of
“shem. - He said that they wese his glory'end hig joy. He
“hoped that they would stand before God worthy of a
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crowqn, in the same way, whon after a vsry foag. time we
mest- peopie who ame saved by enr prayars, love, service,.
and sacrifion, our joy will be wvery grast. Woe will see
many in Heeven who  were savad through our . life and
testimeny. That is why we should coastantly pray for-
o friends, maﬁon& and Iove-d ONe8 who are not - bom;
auain S _ . L

6 UN&HAK EN

The sixth test to ensure that our ;oy is genumely
from the Lord lies in the fact of our not belng shaken
under perseCutlon

“In Acts 5:41 we read that when the apostles were
presecuted rather than murmuring, they wers rejoicing,
Thay were feproached, -bsaten, caestout, hated, but yet
*they were rejpicing because they counted themselves.
worshy, ta suffer shame for His Namae, Ln the same way-
whan we are put to shame and.are reproached for Christ's
sake, we find a.peculiar jay within us, “‘Blassed are ve.
when man shal! revile ypu. end presecute you, and shall .
say all manner of evil against vou falsely. far my sake.-
Rejoice, and ba exceedingly glad, for great is your reward.
in Heaven: for so persecuted they the prophers which
ware bafore you'" (Matt. -5:11,12). o first of all you
should have that joy.of ths Lord. On a human level if any.
one rejects or hates or despises you, for many days, you
will lose your sleep and appetite. But when you have
the joy of the Lord, this joy will not decrease, but will
miiltiply when you have 1o go through suffering, reproach
and stiamwe. . The anemy tries his best to discourage us.
Henee in 1 Pet. 4:12-14 it says, ‘'Beloved think it not
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strange concerning . the fiary trial whichiis to try you, .
as.though soma strange thing happend unto vou:

But . rejoice, in as muchas yo are pariakers of::Christ's:
Sufferings; . that, when : his glory - shall b revéaled, ye

mey be :glad with  exceading joy, If ye be: reproached

for the - mame of thrist happy are ye; for the spirit of
gloty and of God resteth upon you: on their part hdds .
evil spoken of, but on your psrt he is glorified’”. This

joy does not go away when we are treated. badly. by:
others or hated or cursed.

7 HOME

The seventh test to ensure that our joy ls genulna!y ‘
from the Lord lias in the fact of our great hopa of our
Heavenly homa ' "

This joy comes td us- through the liope that- one
day-we will" be presented by our Lord Jesus faultless
before thé ‘presence of His glory with ‘exceeding joy.”
Upon the earth wé aré full of shortcomings and- failures. *
But when-the Lord Jesus Christ appears ik glory at H#é-
sétond coming 'with all His angels, ‘We will be"
blémeless before Him. At that “tithe, -even the angels
will not see any blemish ‘in us. We havs the hope of
sesing Him - face to face one day. That is why we
should take part in the Lord’s Table worthrlv, 80 that off
' that day, wb may see Hlm fate to- face w:th jov.

8. BRIDEGHOOM e

The elghth tast to ensure that our joy is genu;nely:
from the Lord lies in the fact of ou; mastmg tho Bnde- :
groom. ag-His bride. '
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This joy comes to those who ars going to be fully
identified with Him.. g8 Hig bride. As the bride and the
bridegroom share their thoughts and their possessions in
perfect love, we also will share every thing with the Lord
when wa are united with Him. We are chosen as His
everlasting partners and companions. Those who do not
have such a joy or hope have nothing they can really look
forward to and they have nothing to share with others.
Some husbands demand good food from their wives.
and if they do not get it they become w:ld This is a!l
because they do not know what the joy of the Lord is
and they are unabIe to share that joy with their wivss,
They only demdnd many things. So many husbands and
‘wives do not have cnenass. We can share this great
Hsavenly joy with others and as we do so, - it increases. .

9. INTIMACY

" THe ninth tést to ensute thit our jo"y. is" gehuinely
from the Lord ligs in the fact of God's Intimacv with us.

As we go upon our knaps aqd shar aII our thoughts
and desires freely with H:m He will show us what He
wants to teach us. What we can do to please Him, and
our joy will increase. The Lord shared His thoughts with
Abraham as we tead in Gen. 18 :17, 18, *Shall | hide
from Abraham that thing which | do: Seeing that
Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation,
and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him?,,

"The Lotd says that Abraham is His friend, and that He
cannot hide any thing from HMim. The mighty and great
God is saying this to Abraham, and also sharing His mind
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with him sabout destroying Sadom and Gomorrah because
of wickedness of the people. Our Lord must have
shated Hls thoughts with Martha and Mary also in
Bethany, Whenever He went from Jerusalem to thelr
house, He must have shared with them how He went
into the temple and found corruption all round.
‘That is how we too must share our thoughts

‘with the Lord. We are always asking for somsthing
when we pray, but we never wait in prayer to hear what
our Lord wants to share with us. Many times in the
early hours of the morning, | have felt the Lord calling
me to share somsthing with Him asking me to go some-
where. [t is a gréat joy to know what our Lord wants
to chare with us. 1t is a greater joy to do what He wants
us to do for Him.

We have seen through the Scriptures what the joy of
the Lard is and how any one can get that joy. The same
joy will becoms out strength. May our Lord grant us
such a joy and multiply it. Amen.
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