1
JOY THAT IS STRONG

““The joy of the Lord is your strength’”
(Nehemish 8.10).

GOD’S JOY is for all His children. All can have it
who will allow His Word to enter their hearts day by
day, and receive by faith what He gives from it. In
this eighth chapter of Nehemish we sce the children
of Israel, who becsusc of their rebellion and dis-
obedience against the Word of God had been in captie
vity in Babylon for seventy years, now gathered togetber
with one accord and onc mind, 1o hear that Word anew.
As God's servants expounded it to them, joy filled their
hearts, and we 1ead that “there was very great gladness”
®17).

Our past 00 may have becn barven and full of
failure due to our stubbornness snd foolishaes. But
the Lord is willing to forgive all our past, and to
restore us to Himself, giving us = new joy—“the )oyoi
the Lord”. That joy is to be our &
which begins the moment we tum to Him sod then
multiplies step by step as we go on with Him.

We shall study first from God’s Word seven reasons
for this joy. Then we shall sec how it can be experienced,
and how it can multiply, ead become purer and richer
and deeper in us.
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“The seventy returned again with fog, my-.., Lord,
roen the devils are subject snto us dhrough thy
T o 2033 vt Shem « . T i e noy chat vhe
apinivs are subject wnto you; but vather vejoice, because
your names are aricsen in hecven” (Luke 10.17, 20).

Man's interest is always aroused by miracles. Who

true heavenly joy. This gives joy unspeakable and full
of glory —a joy that 5o men can take from us. For
this is the begiming of joy, snd poventy, sickness and
tribulstion cannot sob us of it.

Is your name written in the Book of Life by the
Lord Jesus —written with His ail-pierced Hand ?

rejoice”; not in eartbly glories or prosperity, but in the



JOY THAT 1S STRONG 3

assurance of being clad and covered by the Lord Him-
self. “Ye have put on Christ” (Gal. 3.27).

Does this joy live in your hearts snd work in you
day by day? Can your neighbours see such # joy on
your face? Please make sure without delay that your
names are found in the Lamb's Book of Life.

“ln thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand
there are pleasures for evermore” (Poa. 16.11).

Joy multiplics ss we live in the prescuce of God, and
it is only there that full joy is found. Many can testify
that their nemws are written in the Book of Life, but
they cannot say that they are living constently in the
presence of the Lord. It is possible to live -with the
Lord’s children, and to worship d work with them,
204 yet to be out of touch with the Lord. We cam
even be in # prayer mecting snd not feel the Lord’s
presence—not be in conscious touch with Him.

But if you do ot feel His presence, then you do not
bave full joy. This may be due to various things, but
it may be your own fault. As = child of God, provid-
ed your heart is pure and your conscience right before
Him, you can and should feet snd know His presence.
Our prayer is that you may learn this secret of dwell-
ing in the presence of the liviog and loving God, for
this is His inteotion and purpose for His people.

bt thyself also in the Lord; and he shall give
rlmr&inn-nthllmt’(?u.) 4).
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The joy which we receive ot new birth, and which
tiplies ss we live in the Lords presence, becomes
stronger when we find our delight in the Lord and
entirely forget our other desires, whether for eating or
drinking, for friends or promotion o name, of even for
expert Bible-knowledge. If we delight ourselves in the
Lord, how much more will be giveu us in the joy of
the Lord than these things can ever bring!

‘Those who know the beauty of the mountains will
tpend much time and money fo get & view of, say,
Everest. They will travel from Africa or China just to
get a glimpse of it, jowrneying and climbing with much
hardship © gain a spot whence they can se¢ the sumeit.
But most of the time the mouatain peak is hidden be-
bisd mist s0d cloud, so they may be compelled o
remain in discomfort at their view point for many hours
waiting for the wind to blow away the mist— all in
order that they may see just for a few minutes the
beauriful snow-ciad peak lit by the sunlight. Then the
mist returns and covers it again. But they go back o
Africa or Chins or Japan or Americs, and gather their
friends and tell them what they saw of those wonderful
mountains.

A few minutes’ glimpse can give them sch plessure.
But is not our Lord the chicfest, the fairest among ail
people? And His glory does not fade. Let us then
desire to see His glory more snd more.

In Matthew 17 John saw the Lord Jesus transfigured
on the mountsin. That was a wonderful cxperience.
But in Revelition 1 the same Jobn in his old age, sces
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the ssme Lord in His resurrection glory, and finds Him
still more glorious, That should be our delight abso.
Not what He gives us but what He Himeelf is; not

I delight to do thy will, O my God” (Psa. 40.9).
This #s how our joy is purified. When firet we came

When the Lord i our delight, His Neme, His good-
ncss and His glory are our excoeding joy, and we begin
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Rs, 12/, planning meanwhile t give only Re. 1/- if
it is & gil[ If the Lord granted our request, we gave
Him more, but if He did not, we gave Him less. Or we
might say: Lord, I shall serve Thee gladly after recire-
meat, but certsinly not before. Let me get my children
married first

Yes, when our teeth fall out and our hair becomes
grey, we shall be willing 1o serve God. We talk about
doing the will of God, but when it is costly to obey
His will, then we try to find a way out. This is not
delighting to do His will, Whmweunwwnhm-
“Lotd, keep me hese, or send me anywhere else’; when
we can truly say with all our hearr: “Thy will be done’,
then that joy will be our strength to do His will. Out-
wardly we may have to éadure something of the pain,
the sorrow, the burden of Gethsemane, but our hearts
will be strong in the screageh that comes with doing
the will of God.

Do you want the joy of the Lord to be your strength?
Then learn 1" tske delight in doing God's will. Find
time, make time, give time to discover His will, and
then make it your delight to do it. To do this, you
may have to suffer hardships and travel a long road,
but the fact remains that you will be doing Ris will,
and it will bring you fullest joy and pleasure.

“Ask and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full”
{John 16.24).

Learn what it means to pray in the Name of the
Lord Jesus Christ. The disciples bad been ssking

-
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things before this, but they had not understood
authority of the Name of the Lord Jesus, But after
highly exalted, snd His Holy Spanhd
them, then they knew what
pﬂwz.,.,mhﬂvm!ﬂdmﬂnh"(MnL
His. There lies the divine secret. And
that suthority is to be exercised now oa this
Our strength is in the Name of the
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Bot lie in buildings, or property,
wealth, or numbers. It does not matter
are worth Rs. 3/-, or Rs. 10f-, o Rs. 10
matter whether we are illiverate or
hether we are living in a hut, a tree,
stone, or mud house; our strength
Our steength is in the Name lone.
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the enemy come in like @ flood (Isa. 59.19); let him
mm.wingum(xmsx)umubindm
in‘the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Thar is our
joy and strength. Innnhlywlylwemybepmr
illiterare and weak, but in Christ we are more than
conqueron,
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Can you ssy very truhfully that you have that
suthority in prayer? The wsy you pray may not drive
away a sparrow! Then bow do you expect to drive
away a lion? According to the Word of God, the devil
will tremble at our prayers if we pray in the Name.
May we learn to exercise the authority of the Name of
the Lord Jesus Christ. Then shall our lives be strong
in the joy of His victory.

“These things write we unto you, that your joy may
be full” (1 Jobn 14).

When the hidden mysteries of the Word of God are
revealed to s, our hearts are filled with a joy that
makes us strong. Our strength docs mot lie in mere
Bible knowledge as such, not in listening to good ser-
mons; but when the Lord Jesus Himself, by His Spirit,
reveals t0 us the mysteries of His Word, then we are
stcong.

“Thou ... hast revealed them unto babes” (Matt. 11.
25). “I will ... shew thee grest ... things” (Jer. 33.3)
When our loving Saviour opens up to us His lLiving
Word, that is strength. As God reveals Himself 1o us
in s greater messure day by day while we meditate
upon His Word, so do we find our joy increasing more
and more. Day by day He will give us something
fresh as we wair upon Him, and 13 God's Word becomes
real 10 us, it becomes our joy sdd strength.

“They departed . . . rejoicing that they were connted
worthy to suffer shame for kis w’ {Acts 541},
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When we are counted worthy to suffer shame for the

glory in & new way, and in that joy we find a new and
wonderful strength, In suffering shame for His Name
we are promoted to & greater responsibility o serve and
honour Him. “If ye be reprosched for the name of
Christ, happy are ye” (1 Pet. 4.14).

Suppase that you were working ss an ordinary clerk

in an office, and that one day yon were suddenly pro-
moted 1o be the head of the deparmment, would you g9

become strong.

May we cvery one of us learn how to enter into the
joy of the Lord, which i our strength.
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JOY THAT IS FREE

““The kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteons-
ness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost"
(Rom. 14.17).

BARTHLY JOY arises from possession. Men think

for joy, distppoints you in the end.

The sweet of todsy will become bitter tomorrow;
the friend of today will become the enemy of tomorrow;
the wisdom of today will become foolishiess tomorraw,
Al that you think will give you joy will prove empty
at the last. The Lord Jesus Christ, the Living, loving
Saviour, who died for sinners, i the only One who cin
give you joy. But the joy He offers you is not earchly
joy. It is His own beavenly Joy.
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“The kingdom of God is .... righteousncss, and
petce, and joy in the Holy Ghost”” The Holy Ghost,
ithin us, works in us abundance
of righteousness as God’s gift, and that rightcousness
s the source of our peace and joy. Human righteous-
ness does not bring with it peace or joy because it is
based on effort. Men struggle hard to become right-
cous before God and men, but for all their struggling
they become in God's sight filthier every day. What
men call righteousness God calls filthy rags (Isa. 64.6).
“They being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going
about to establish their own righteousness, have ot
submitted themselyes unto the righteousness of God”
(Rom, 10.3). That is the reason. Whether it be Jewish
righteousness, or Hindu righteousness, or Buddhist
righteonsness, or ‘nominal Christian® righteousness, God
calls it fithy rags.

And whet about the deceptions you practise? You
may posscss many excellent testimonials. Your head-
master or principal mey have written: ‘So and 30 is
of & very high morst charsctor’. But you know how
often this is only a lic. Teachers and pupilsaHl know
i Your Committee members, your neighbouss,
friends, snd telations may sii say whet 2 fine men
you are, snd you may know how to acquire fine

prescher of any nationslity. But what does
think of your—the Holy God, who is a consuming firc
How will your cenificates appear before Him? Does
1ot your own comscience tell you every day that you
are guilty, guilty, guilty? Do not listen 1o the good
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reports of others, Listen to your own comscience, and
you will be made to sce the things which you have
done in secret, years ago maybe, in some comner or room,
or under somc trec. What kind of thoughts come into
your mind when you go to bed, or while walking here
and there? You do not need others to tell you what
you are, Learn to listen to your own conscience and
belicve what it tells you, and do riot waste any more
time in tryiog to establish your own righteousness.

God is ready to give you His righteousness as the
free gift of His love. Can your father or mother, bro-
ther o sister, husband or wife give you such a love?
Even though they were to try, they could not do it, for
they have not the capacity to give such a love. Yer
the God of eternity offers you such a love, He adds
pesce to love and multiplies it by ctemity. That is
His grace!

And to that love and pesce He adds joy by the Holy
Spirit. Man cennot give to you that joy either, nor
can you receive it by human effort. But if you let the
HolySpnntofGodumfnndvmkmym,ymmn

God's sight, and becwuse day by day you will find
yourself becoming richer and purer and stronger in Him.

T am going to stay a little longer on this marter. I
waat us to see from God’s Word how He has made it
possible for everyoae to expetience this joy.
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“The wilderness and the solicary place shall be glad for

chem; axd the desers shall rejoice and blossom as the rose.

It shail blossom abundanily, and reioice coen with joy and

singing: the glory of Lebanon skall be given umo .it, the

excelloncy of Carmel and Sharon, they shall ses the glory
of the Lord, the excellency of our God™ (Iss. 35.1,2)

How simply and besutifully the Lord sums up His
joy. When sin came into the world through one man's
divobedicnce, it broaght with it  cusse, and becsuse of
that curse thorns and thistles, barrenness and disappoint-
ment sre everywhere, They are a picture of the heart
and life of men in sin, Whatever a man may sech to
do through his own sdvancemeat and cultuse, it only
ends in thorns and thistles and desert sand.

There have been many earthly kingdoms and empires,
and all have ended in failure, defeat and shame. Where
are now all those famous kings and philosophers who
once boasted in their wealth snd wisdom ?  Every work
of man must be brought to naught. Beautifol buildings,
even though buikded of stons, end in beaps of ruins.

ecome ungratefol for kindmesses shewn. I every home
there are thoms sod thistles. Can you tell me of any
beme where there it no strife, or quarrel, o hatred, or
jealousy between brother snd sister, and mother-in-lsw
#nd daoghter-in-law? Cso you tell me of any country
whete there is no corruption, or immorality? Bvea
men of high position give snd take bribes. The marks
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of the curse of sin are seen in cvery nation and every
country.

God made man in His own image. He gave the fint
man & wonderful body, perfect in every detsil. Then
sin came, and now you can see the marks of sin cm
every face. Some faces may look very besutiful and
sweet for a time, but watch the secret life, and you
will see the marks of sin in pride, greed, vanity and
Tust, Thu:mlhz:yuofGodmh&ufmuw
lhhgbnl a desert, full of sand, thorns, thistles and
‘barreaness.

O man! before you take pride in yourself and your
doiogs, learn to sce yourself as God secs you—that your
Lifé s hothing but & desert wiste which cannot be chang-
e o improvéd by any man. ‘nmuemGnd‘
Word ays: “Tb:duu!chdlh!ﬂmuﬂum

shal flee away” (Tsa. 35 70)

When you first come into this experience of the mew
birth, you will surcly sey: 1 wish I hed been bom
again 5, 10, 20 years sgo” 1 seid the same thing at
the beginning of my new life ss a Christian. 1 said:
Mf only I had ben bom again 10 years before, [
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would not have spoiled my lift, and wasted so many
precious years. How often T have sighed for the years
that 1 spent in shame and darkness. Have you ever
thought that way? However old or young you may be,

i 1"

locust hath esten” (Joel 2.25). If you are a farmer you
will know how the locusts, caterpillars, canker-worms
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before, and with pain of heart you say to your child-
: "l‘myemofmyymhmmmupby
Tocusts!” and to your neighbours: ‘Ten years of my
maghood wWere caten up by catcrpillanl Then yom




bowst. Then you will admir swbboraness, by
which ‘you pow eeject the truth. Bur thew it will be
00 late. °

Now sec the miracie of God's grace. Even though

promised 10 bring them back, and restore to them the
i . How much more He gives 10 us in
the Lord Jesus Christ! That is our joy. Thatis why
we rejoice more and more, because whatever we have
lost can be recovered by God's grace. When even &
small thing is lost and found again, how great is our
joy; then how much greater will be our joy when God
restores to us all the loss of the wasted years!

Letmrywudwhawmyyunwehve-ﬂ
wasted. As sm illustswiion, let us take a Comvocstion
gathering. On an average there will be 2,000 people
present in. the meetingd. 1 each lost 25 yeara, the total
lows will be 50,000 yekw of precious life lost and
wasted in derkaiess.

Take enother simple flustration. Try to remember
oll the things you have lost during your life-time,
whether In school or tram or bus, or in some other
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piace. How many pens, pencils, note-books, chappals;
how many keys, mirrors, false teeth; how many clothes
lost or torn by the dhobi; how much money lost because
of cunning beayas end chettis; and many other things.
Suppose, when you go bome this evening, you find all,
these things retarned in your bome. Would it not give
you joy? Think also of what you have wasted by fail-
ing at school, in matriculation, and Inter. and BA. Now
ruppose that you were told that you wems being given
full degrees for all pust failures, Woudl it mot bring
you great joy?

Yet hete we have something far more wanderful and
glorious. By the miracle of God's graae el die sy
of sin and defeat can be restored to you. et only ve,
but you are given back much more than pew have ket.
Then do not sigh any more over past failume and works
of shame. “Al} have sinned and come shart of the
glory of God” All of us have become ke desers of
thorns, thistles, and eand.  But what we have lost by
our blinducss, weskness, folly, aad ignoresce will all be
restored to us by our Lord on whom we have believed.
Receive Him then fully. Receive that joy which He
offers to you .in fulness, so fovingly and freely. Do not
receive in part. He gives us all, and He demands all
in retum, Let your Lord take all your love completely
#nd sbsolutely. Then there will be joy, and gladness,
wnd singing in your heart, and the joy of the Lord will
be your strength. May the Lord help you to receive it.
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JOY THAT ABOUNDS

“In thy presence is fulness of joy”
(Psa. 16.12).

BECAUSE THE jey that we receive at New Birth is
not an earthly joy, but, the joy of the Lord Himself, it
must multiply and become stronger, richer and fuller
throughout eternity. Moreover it is not a selfish joy.
It is a joy that is shared by many people upon this
carth and in heavenly places—by all those in fact that
bave come or are now coming into the syme cxperience
of New Birth. Earthly joys cannot be shared like this.
Bur this joy is @ beavenly joy which it is our privilege
10 sock to introduce 10, and share with, many others
on earth,
~ Now we ark going to take an Old Testament illus-
tration.  We are going to see six very simple steps in
the life of David. What was it that enadled David to
Tejoice with great joy, and how was he also able to
make others rejoice with him? As we go through his
History we see that there were these seversl occasions
in bis lifc, cach one of which makes s point of progress
in his own knowledge of the joy of the Lord which was
his strength. We shall try to show you how you also
can have such cxpericnces in your own life.

“Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anmointed
Him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the
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Lord came upow David from that day forward” (x Sam.
16.13).

In this chepter we resd how David was chosen to be
king. At that time he had no thought of ever becom-
ing u king. He was just a shepherd boy looking after
his father's flock, I do not belicve that the thought
had ever occurred to him that he might one day be king
over Isracl, nor bad the thought ever entered the mind
of his father and mother, nor yet even of Samuel the
prophet. Samuel had indecd thought that Eligh, the
firstborn, was surely God's anointed. Yet, in accordance
with God’s word to him, he anointed David before the
whole family.

Like David each of us has been born into an earthly
family; but have you ever realised that God waats you
10 be & heavenly king? No doubt you believe in God's
mercy because He bas forgiven your sins, but did you
ever dresm that your God and Creator had such a lofty
purpose for you? We read in 1 Peter 2.9 and in Rev.
1.6 and 5.10 that such is indeed God's thought. Just
read the Word of God, and sce how much God laves
and hes planncd for you. Then you will surely have a
happy day. Become conscious of God's hand upon you,
and know that, in spite of your past sinful life, God
waats you to be a king!

Yet when you become conscious of the Spirit of
God being poured upon you s s sign thar you are
His for ever, it is only a beginning. Even though the
foy of new birth is 30 wonderfol, it is ouly a beginning,
When you reccive the gift of salvation, and the seal
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of the Holy Spirit, you will begin to know the real pur-
pose of God in calling you and loving you and saving
you. This is the beginning of joy—to know that God
bas called and chosen you.

“And it came 10 pass as they came, when David was

film the slaughter of the Philirtine, thas the
women Yome out of all cities of Isracl, singing and dancing,
10 moes hing Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and with inssru-
ments of musick. And the women answered ome anather
as they played, and said, Saul hask slain kis thousawds,
and Dawid his ten thowsands” (1 Sam. 186, 7).

David bad met and overcome Golisth. That day was
another heppy day. That great giant who had caused
all Tsrael to tremble bad been killed by the lad called
David, How proud and happy he must bave been that
day !

Most of us have to face meny Golisths in our fives.
Satan comes in many forms. Do you ot remember
many times when the devil came like fpgisnt€hato
your [ife? Do you not remember the

hen you werc slmost defeated by his devices? If
%he devil came to our Lord 1o tempt Him (Mamw.
4) then he is not going fo spare eny belicver. But
we can slso remember how, by calling to mind one
Jerse from the Bible, we have secn the sume Golisth
defested and put to shame. 1 am sure that.many
of us can remember such times, and how the mighty
Lord Jesus, dwelling in us, has conquered, not cut,
but many Goliaths, No doubt we had cause w be °
joyful- whed we came out triumphant in such times
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23 that, but even such a joy cannot be compared with
what is ahead. The joy of victory over evil is a great
joy, but your God has a much greater joy yet for you,

“And David recovered all thas the Amalekites had
carried away: and David rescued kis two wives. And there
was mothing lacking to them, neither small mor great,
either sons wor daughters, neither spoil, nor any thing that
they had taken to them: David recoversd all” (1 Sam.
30.18, 19).

David had been weeping and crying because the
Amalekites bad come and taken sway the women snd
children, and bad burnt Ziklsg. His friends and soldiers
and companions even thought of stoning him, because
they saw their wives and children carried sway as cap-
tives, and their homes burnt. This had all happened
because of & mistake made by David, when, as we read
in chapter 29, be hed joined with the Philistines to fight
against Seul, his old enemy. When be came back, he
found the town burned down.

When we fail God, and do things against His will, we
are bound to suffer, But in chapter 30 David came
back to his senses, and repented and consulted God.
As  result, we resd in verse 19 that “David recovered
all”, Even though there hed seemed no bope, they were
mlbled o get btckallthﬂrmnlndchﬂdlvnlnd

David's life when be wes forgiven by his loviog God,
and when he recovered from the enemy much more
than had been taken from him.
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Like David we also make many mistakes. Even though
we are born again, and have been tasting His love, and
have leacned how to find His will, yet somctimes we
also fail to seek the will of God, and do things instead
in our own wisdom. Are yon now, like David, shedding
tears over some such folly? You know that you weat
sursy in Dot secking His will, and that is why even
your friends have turned against you.

“Aud David was gremly distressed; for the pocple

“Nevérdhelers David took the stronghold of Ziow:
same is the city of Devid. ... So Devid dwele in
fore, and called it the city of David™ (2 Sam. 5.7, 5a).

The day when David conquered Zion was another
occasion for rejoicing. Joshus hed failed to drive
om the Jebusites from Zion. These began to mock at
David, but by God’s grace and strength he drove them
out. Yes, the day wheo be did so was o happy day
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for him, because then he began t see something more
of the purpose of God in choosing him, He began to
see something of God’s heavenly plan for.his people,
and how it could not be sccomplished while the Jebu-
sites remained in Jerusslem.

God, who bad sent the ten plagues oo Egypt, and
hsd made the walls of Jericho fall, had depended upon
the people to drive out the seven nations from the land
of Cansan. It was part of the heavenly plan that they
should be driven out only by God’s people who had
come out of Egypt. God had power 1o send fire from
* heaven to consume and judge these people if He wished
10 do so. What He did at Jericho, could He mot re-
peat ot the Jebusite stronghold? Buat God did not intend
to use such means. He had chosen ﬂup«;gumbe
His co-workers and pertmers in i

Have you fully realised that God relies upon
His people, to fulfl His heavenly plsn? nm we
God all slong! Rather than obey God, and cut
the “Jebusites”, we make marrisges with them
allow them to remsin in our midst. That it bow so
many umconverted men have become pastors, elders,
committee members, even bishops. How many born
2gain women there are who have married “Jebusites™
for the sake of money, or education, -or colour, or
height{ Or how masly bom-again men, who for the
sake of a few thousand rupees dowry, will macry a
“Jebusite” woman! That i why you find barrenness
and & curse amongst the people of God. For about
four hundred years, God’s purpose was hindered be-
cause of such Jebusites. They had w be driven out

flll
off
and
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completely. Thank God for the wisdom He gave o
David at this time.

‘We are told that he conquered Zion and that from
that day be called it the city of David. “Aod David
weat on, and grew great, and the ‘Lord God of hosts
was with hinc” (verse X0). Bven 8o, his joy wes mot
yet full.

When believers refuse to compromise with unspiritul
men or be united with those who are not born again, it
. means that they hsve begun o sec what such as the

Jebusites have done to hinder the purpose of God. It
in & happy day for il belicvers when they see that they
must be separated from all that is of the world and of
the old life, and realise that God is relying upan them to
folfil His beavenly pian. Yet even that discovery is, a8 |
we shall see, but a beginning.

“So David bought th. threshingfloor and the oxem for
ffty shekels of sioer. And David built there an aitar
unto the Lord, and offéved burnt offerings and peace offer-
ings. So the Lord was intreated for the land, and the
plagwe was siayed from Iael” (2 Sam. 34.24b, 25).

There was etill another happy day in Davids

history, when God brought him to the threshing-floor
of Araunsh the Jebusite. He had been tempted to

wireagth depended
on them. and on the size of his army. So God had
to punish him, and be repented at the threshing-floar
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of Araunsh che Jebusite.

It had been a very grievous sin, but God bad forgiven
him, and that is why it was such a happy day in David's
life. Is it not & very happy day in your life, when
God forgives you some grievous sin done in blind dis-
obedience to His will? Oh how gracious and mezciful
our God is! How great arc His tender mercies; for
even though we fail Him so grievously, yet he is will-

. ing to forgive us.

Tha was & happy day for David, and the same God
gives us all similar happy days. The very spot where
David was punished became the site of God's House.
“Then Solomon began to build the house of the Lord.
....where the Lord appeared unto David bis father.
in the threshing-Boor of Ornan the Jebusite” (2 Chron.
3.1). From that day David’s true joy began. He had
had happy days, wonderful days, but nothing compared
to the joy he found there at the altar, on the site for
the temple of God.

““Take heed now; for the Lord hath chosen thee to busld
an kouse for the sanctuary: be strong, and do it. Then
Dovid gave o Solomon his son the pattern of the porch,
and of the houses thereof ... All this, scid David, the
Lord wads me understand in writing by kis hand upon me,
soen all the works of this panern” (i Chron. 28.10, 11,
19).

God was now able to give to Devid the pateern for
His temple, and the sssurance that his son had been
chosen of God to build it. The joy that David now
experienced was an entirely different kind of joy. It

|



26 THE JOY OF THE LORD

was the joy that comes with the revelation of the hes-
venly plan for the house of God. The king' rejoiced
and the peoplé rejoiced also.  Yet David could not have
rejoiced as he did now without going through all those
othsr experiences. Every stage was necessary. We want
you also 10 come right through into this final experience
of joy.

The joy of the Lord is your strength, but the joy of
the revelation of the heavealy pattern, and of knowing
that God has called us to share in it, supersedes all
other joys that you may have expetienced on other
occasions. Inlhu)nyywmmmzb:phnmd

lead you oo from joy 10 joy, Gl you come o the ful-
ness of the joy of the Lord which is your strength.
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“As for God, kis way is perfect”
(Psalm 18.30).

FOR EARTHLY things we qullre earthly wisdom but
lbr spiritual things we require spiritual wisdom. We

ec that evcrything rhnnofGodnperfectwdmdeﬂy
“His way is perfect.” Whatever God does is perfect,
entire, complete and holy, aml He wants to bring you
and me also into & perfect way, as He has promised in

verse 32 of the same Pasim: He “maketh my way per- |

fect.” We shall sec how His divine laws will make our
joy full and complete:
God slways looks st the end from the beginning.

paticatly, God Himself will teach us. Our need t be
thos teught of God is very great. In this chapter we
stall try to illustrate this point by further examples from
the life of David.

From thé time God caied David He had for bim

Lord in repentence, do mot know
what is in the mind of God for s in mving us. At
shat time we axe oaly concerned sbout being forgives,
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washed, cleansed, and made righteous before God, and

wmﬂedoawnmmmﬂumm-eb@n
o question’ Him or even resist Him. But we see from

the Word of God that, through difficulties of different

kinds, God, seeks to reveal His miod clearly and pro-

and 8 more heavenly and eternsl meaning. We find
that God is leading us in His own way, according to His
own mind, thought aod plan. Even though naturally
we may be extremely clever, we shall find that we have
to wait very patieatly to leam the mind of God.

From the very beginning David was full of wisdom.
He was ‘prudent in macters, and a comely person’. That
was said of him in his youth, For God had begun to
train David in secret places as he followed and cared
for the sheep. Yet he had to wait many years to know
God’s mind Even though he was very wise when com-
pared with other young men in his town or in his
country, and even though he had every envisble quali-
fication and was @ man of war, and was endowed with
wisdom and strength and beauty, yet it took God many
years to show him why He had loved him and chosen
him.
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beings have faiked to show love to you by smiling and
shaking hands and 30 on, but our failures will not change
God’s ove for you, We tell you, from God's Woed
and with God's authority, thet He loves you, O sinoer!
He loves you with an everlasting love! Evea though
you may have been rejecting Him and grieving Him all
these years, He loves you enough to give you His own
foy. .

“The Lord thy God in the widse of thee is mighty; he
_ ol save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest
i is Jove, he will oy over thee with singing” (Zeph. 3.17), -

You have seen human beings looking happy and joyful,
and perbaps have envied them, but have you ever secn
God looking happy? You have some experience of human
joys of differeat Kinds; but nooe of us can dream how
our Creator looks when He is joyful. Yet it is true
that God rejoices. ‘The Lond thy God....will rejoice
over thee, He will joy over thes with singing.’

You have scen men singing.  Let us suppose that you
could have the privilege of hearing the angels sing. That
heavenly song would be far more sweet sad joyful than
any song here. But suppose you could hear the Lord
Himself singing! You bave heard yourself singing, you
have beard others singing, you have beard in imagine-
tian the angels singing. How then would you fecl if you
could bear your living and loving Lord vinging over
you?

Yet this Is God’s word to us. After He bas loved
you, saved you, and poured His love into yoor beart,
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He will begin to sing for joy over you. Watch a mother
with @ new-born babe, She is so full of love for the
lite one, hugging snd kissing it all over, and even
pu':dnginfu’(imohumunbl Atk her what she is
doing? She.will tell you that she is pouring out her
love on her baby. Her face lights up with joy, and her
mn(i-nmt-nhcpounhﬁlweinwmuby't
heart. God 100 will sing over us like this, when we
are newly born sgain and ready to receive His love,
mmﬁumlﬁhm:wngﬁnmm
any sngel's soog. Such is the joy of the Lord—the joy
which He experiences by pouring His love into us more
and more. Such is the joy thst fills us with divine
strength.

We see from the Word of God that we have to be
given a capacity and ability 1o recelve such boundless
Jove. The love of God has four mighty dimensions:
height, depth, length, and bresdth. That is divine love.
Human love has only cne dimension and lasts for only
10 or 30 or perhaps 50 years. It begins to-day and is

lusts may take you to places of darkness or filth, where,
like the prodigsl, your food is swine’s food. Yet the
Jove of God is sble to pull you out of that mire, and
lift you up on high.

Your father may ssy: ‘No hope for you, my soo’.
Your mother may say in despair ‘All my hopes for
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you ate shattered”. Your brothers snd sisters may be
ashamed and refuse to own you because of your sinful
life. Even preachers may say: “That man has absolutely
B0 hope of being saved”. Yet our Lord will never give
you up. Theze s still hope for you.

However deep you have gone into sin, however low
you may bave fallen morally, however stubborn you
may have been in past years, the love of God is able to
save you, “He is able also to save them to the utter-
1ost that come unto God by him. (Heb. 7.25).

This is the mystery — that you with all your shame-
ful past can become God’s co-worker. This is the
miracle of His love, and it is because that love is 30
great that you need 30 long a time to discover its fult

He knows your limitations, but He loves you,
and His intention is to lead you to that state in which
He wants you to be. But you must sllbow God to
prepare you, to train you for that service, that ministry
for which He has called you.

“At that time when Dovid sam that the Lord had
answered him in the thresking-floor of Ornan the Jebusite,
then he sacrificed there ... Then David said, This is the
house of the Lord God, and this it the altar of the burnt
offering for lirael” (1 Chron. 21.28; 32.1).

When God first chese David, there was no doubt
much joy in the whole family. The father, motber,
brothers, were all overjoyed becavse of Samuel’s
sunouncement. Yet as a family they could think of



You are my king. You can take it without maney’.
But David answered, <1 will take nothiog for the
Lord that hss cost me nothing’ If David had been
a moders Christian he might have said: ‘Froe land

)
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1 will take it; sure!—~Tl be very bappy to do sol* But
God will mot sceept anything which has cost you nothing.

Remember the price that David had already peid «t
that very same threshing-floor. A threshing-floot is the
place Where you separste the wheat from the chaff, At
the beginning of his life all were saying what a wise
man David was, but throughout his history, there often
appeared lintle else but chaff in his brain. He thought
he was full of wisdom, but through his failures God
said to him:  ‘Look et the chaff’ Only sfter being
brought to many ‘threshing-floors,’ was David's brain
delivered from the chaff. Though he was a king, he
bad to be rebuked by God many times, and bad to pay
a great price for deliverance.

We have all of us to pay a heavy prics to be God's
servants, We have to be prepared to be delivered
from our chaff, and first of all from the chaff in our
brain! What is that chaff? In God's sight it is all
that we have secured through our own intellecrusl
ability. In Issish 40.6 we read: “All flesh is grass.”
And in Romans 7.18 Paul says: “In my flesh, dwel-
Jeth no good thing”. Note that Paul 1aid these words
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experiences are designed to teach us to depend on that
wisdom alone.

“Thus alf Israel brovght wp the ark of the covenant of
the Lord with shouting, and with sownd of the cornst, and
aith trumpets, and with cymbals, making G noise wich
pocleries and harga. . So they broughet the ark of Gad and
set it in the midst of the tent that David had pitched for
it: and they offeed burns sacrifices and peace offerings
before God® (1 Chron. 15.28; 16.1).

When the land had been purchased by David, he
longed to bring the ark of God there, but oace again
he fuiled the Lord. In 1 Chronicles 13.1 we read that
David consulted with the captaios of thoussnds and
hundreds, and with cvery leader. He wanted to bring
the 4tk of God into its place but he wanted to do 3o
by & worldly plan, with worldly means, and in & worklly
wy.

In the book of Numbers, the Lord had given His

- l:mmlypmmforﬂ;mpmnﬂheuh Yet here
is such & wise, and mighty king ignorant of divine laws
and using bis own wisdom to sccomplish the result.

whetber he be prescher or pastor, Indian or European
poor or wealthy. Thaok God for that!

God brought David to his senses and in | Chro-
nicles 15 be gathered the Levites to carry up the
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stk of God to that same spot purchased! from the Jebusite.
What & heppy diy it wes for David |

With great joy and gladness Mbmﬂu up the sk
ufter many years of wandering. “And David spake t
mm&dmmwwtmwmmu
the singers with instraments of musick, psalteries and

herps and cymbals, soundiog, by lifting up the voice
with jay” (1 Chron. 15.16). It ws & time of great
joy,~—with singers singing right from the heart on that

ﬁynfglldmndbnddhhnelfnhhghlhe«u-
tbration (verse 27).

Thus David bad to learn two lessons before God
allowed him o have the joy of bringing the arkw its
right place. Firstly, be had to learn that bis brain must
be coppletely free from all chaff and straw to make
room for the wisdom of God. Sccondly, he had to
learn that the divine order for God’s house must be very

" strietly and thoroughly maintsined. It may take us many
gears o learn thiete lessons and to understand the divine
plaa for the work of God snd for His church. But
when we eventually see the ark of God coming into its
place, we shall be filled with grear joy.

The Ark is 2 type of the Lord Jesus Christ. He
must be given. His rightful place in your heart, in your
home, and ip your church order. 'When that is 30, there
is great joy. David won many batsles but none gave him
the same jog- of heart 85 that which he had in secing the

Ark of God coming to rest in this very spot that he hsd

purchased from Arsunah. This ‘s our joy aod streagth,
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‘when we see the Lord Jesus Christ enthroned in believers”
hearts as Kiog of kings, in their familics ot Head, and
in the sssembly s Lord.

‘These words are found in many houses: Christ is the
Hesd of this House’. But all 0o often when you stay
there for two or three days, you find who is eruly the
bead there! The wife i hesd and even the ‘stroog-
loaking busbend trembles befoce bis wife. She can change
his mind — by anger or tears: she knows how. But we
thank the Lord for those homes where the Lord is in-
deed the Head There aiways are three things to be
observed: Firstly, the Lotd Jesus is to be your personal
Head; secondly, He it t be the Head of your family;
thirdly, He s to be the Head of the assembly of which
you are & member, Only when this is troe have you
brought the Ark of God into its proper resting place.

. That is oar joy, but again it is caly the beginning.
God had & gresser joy for David. In 1 Chronicles 15
the joy seemed 30 great; there was wuch singing and
playing snd dancing. But God has much more for
David yet.

Can you trathfully sty the the joy of thé Lord i

your strength? Becsuse Jou are entering more and more
ﬁnyhm&ehmafﬂod.uywrmm? We
‘offer you this joy ia His Neme.
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JOY IN GIVING

“I dalight to do thy will, O wy God"
(Poalm 40.8).

STRENGTH IS the secrer of physical growth. The
joy of the Lord which is our real strength in all our

and 2nd i i the
secret of true spiritual growth.

As an cxample we take & new-born baby. That child
grows and develoge, but is still & baby for the first two
years of his life. Then he eaters the scocnd stage of
childbood; from there e passes into boyhood, starts his
school Jifc and learns many things. Finally be passes

of‘school and college into young manhood. Now

able to understand more sbout life throngh  bis
éexperiences and is able 1o besr more responsi-
in home life, or busincss life, or national affairs.
apiritual life can be divided into the same

‘We begin that life es & spiritual babe, born
in of the Holy Spirit when we repent of our sins
and belicve on the Lord Jesus Christ a5 our Saviour
of
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make slow spititusl growth. But God wants every one
nfﬂo:hwnnmuuwfn!lmhudmpmn
bility.

God's inteation if that you should grow daily, and
quickly move on from one stage to another. As you read
and meditate in God's Word you get to know Him, and
50 you have a growing bunger to be in His presence.
Just a1 2 small child loves to be in the presence of his
parents, 50 a3 God’s child you loog to be in His pre-
sence, and it is by spending time with’ God thet you
grow in the knowledge of Him,

As we begin to delight in the Lord, we bégin to have
« real pleasure in doing His will. *I delight o do thy
will, O my God " (Psalm 408), Tbe desire to know
20d 10 be well-plessing t the Lord caly comes a1 we
make spicitual progress. Sometimes the Lord keeps 1.
wwaiting mooths or years to know His will, and e we
wait we learn valusble lessons. We learn how to cxercite
the autbority of His Name; we learn to understand the -
hiddea mysteries of His Word; and from this we pass

are ready 1o bear the spiritual responsibility thar God
hnfmmmdh'unngmnhmwuhu In just the
same way us we have national and family responsibilities,
10 God also wants us t begr,spiritusl responsibilities both
here on carth and in- heavealy places also.

Weh.wel.lxudyumlhuGod:hlevMﬁt
a great purose. We have followed the outline of
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life and secn the stages by which be progressed in
joy of the Lord. In all those experiences he was

viously fafled. Ixi the same way thete are many encmics
of God and of His Word whom we cannot defeat uniess
we learn o discover the will of God and do it. We aan
Sght the Lord's battdes, and even use spiritual wexpons,
but ualess we are in the full will of God we shall know
defeat. David learncd that lesson and so must we.

must have no sllisnce with the things of the woeld,
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or therr poactice, o¢ their idolatry. We may win many
victorles, but if in this mater we fail & keep the charge
given by God, the result will be hindrance of spiritusl
growth, and many tesrs, It is because of the “Jebusites”

Like David too we must lesrn to carry out God's
commends in His sppointed way, or there will be
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disaster, David's own plan for bringing the ark into the
house of God brought only faiture and sorrow, but when
he followed the divine instructions there was great joy
and rejoicing for the whole' pation.

the temple (1 Chron. 28.19). God could not have re-
vealed this to him at the begining of his kife, even
though he was such @ mighty, wisc snd akilfol mun
patorally. Even after he bad killed the gient Goliath,
God still had to veait for David to grow spiritually be-
fore He could give him this revelstion. Masy people
to-day spesk of ‘the Church® or ‘the Body of Chriet’
very freely, but very few really understand the mesning
of these words., Very few understand God's true thought
for the Church. In spite of their ‘spiritual’ talk maay
show by the strife and jeslousy in their lives that they
do not really, know thet which they profess to know.
“The purpose of God iy to reveal Hia power and wisdom

“Ar for me, in the uprightmess of mine heart I have
illingly offered all thess things: and mow have I seem with
joy thy people, whick are preest here, 1o offer willingly
woeto shee” (1 Chron#p:27).

Only #s you are traiped spiritally, and brought
through many experiences to spiritual maturity, will
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you ever know Goa's full thought for His house, the
Church. David fought many bartles, bat it was in these
very battles that he guined his spisitcal training. In'
1 Chromicles 26.27, we tead thet it was the spoil of the
battles thet was dedicated towards the beautifying of the
House of God. In il his many expericnces David was .
gathering material for the temple. Whea Saul was chosen
to be king, be was crowned at once without any training,
bur it resulted eventually in his rejection by God because
of his stubbornness and blindness; but when God brought
David to the throne, he bad alrcady undergone many
hardships and trisls. Tt was these which qualified him
for the throne. In spite of David’s faitures, God did
not forsake him, but went on rebuking and chastening
and training and preparing him for His highest purposes
1f you are: not ‘born sgain, then, like Saul, you can
never enter the work of God or have a sharc in the
kingdom. Saul was rejected completely from the throne,
and so will you be, But if, on the other hand, you are
« child of God and have begun to walk in obedience to
Him, then God will never leave you until He has given
you the full, clear pastern, ‘even as He gave it to David.
The details of that pattern were of heavenly origin, be-
case the temple was not for man’s usc, 10T to attract
man’s attention, nor to show forth any man's skill. Every
dimension, every material, even the windows and doors
and colours were to show forth the glory of God by
displaying, in type, the Lord Jesus Christ in His Church.
The Church is ot an earthly building, built for man's
habitation, where monev is coflected and lectures are
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given. It s o spiritual building in which is to be re:
vealed the love of God in Christ for man's salvation.

this day unto the Lord?” (1 Chron. 29.5).

Now I want yon to note bow in this chepter the
privilege was only for those who were of a “willing”
beart. David was 1 wise and a mighty and noble king,
but e refused to use force to compel anyone to take
ny part in the building of the howse of God.

Godnmynm:lmplyuderwmpuhmmfarwbn
mmmwxdnmmmmmum

service, David had himsclf gathered plenty
and silver and brass. There was no lack
things; but now be made an oppostunity for
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who bad s desice 0 do 30 to take some part in this

44

. “Then the people rejoiced, for that they offered

willingly, because with perfect heart they offered will-

ingly to the Lord: and David the king rejoiced also with
p—ivy"(lchvg.zv.”v Perhapy we can truly say
that this wes the hiappiest day in the life of David, and
indeed in that of the whole ostion. The joy of the

Lord wes their strength.

God erested man perfect and planned that he should

reign, But because sin entered into the world, David
leﬂlmyhmluadud&fa:(hl‘uﬁ.‘m

l-ln'lll He needs for the building and besutify-

'nm‘ Yet there remains a difference
:—David fought many battles. My Lord fought

ﬁrlnunﬂywnlhddwﬂ,bmﬁotd!eﬂuvmly
Koep these three contrasting things ever Wifore

Chureh, His Body?

S m

you




Now plesse listen 1o His words as He stands before
you holding out His nail-picrccd hands snd pleading:

“And who then is willing to conseczate his service this
day unto the Lord?” (x Chron. 29.5). “Who i willing
to give to Me his life first and then his substance, his
money, his time, and cven bis desr ones? We are
m:mm-mmmdmmmm-um
caly brought
This was
mack more
Him
‘haa
“the
-!h

m& mwm
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member that you eyes must be on the Lord Jesus
Christ all the time; on His victory and His Life for you,
and that the living Word of God mustbe your contin-
ual guide. Say to Him ‘Lord Jesus, 1 give myself will-
ingly to thee; my hands, my feet, my tongue, my eyes,
my wealth—anything and everything I am or may have.
It is all Thine’

For two full years I grieved my Lord sfter He had
spoken to me. In January 1930, 25 years ago, the Lord
spoke very clearly to me, saying: ‘Give me your life,
and you shall be my witness? But I argued with God
and told Him 1 was willing to offer my money and my
time, but that I was not willing to be & preacher. Thus
far two full yegrs 1 burt and grieved my Lord. How

T sqrtow sow Rir those yeass of Joss @hd bardncss of
hoast; bot bew I pedse God slso ther He did not leave
ml mxwmmmm«muw

To-duy Heis yioddieg wih o0, Bp wor refuse Him,
Vel now to Hit in Hifll sarcender—gourself, yoiur iy
yoitr aii—ind He will bleis you, a3d you will be a
Slessing.
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The Lord delightetk in thee”
(Isa, 62.4).

WE HAVE seen from the Word of God that there are
divine principles which bave to be fulfilled #f we are to
know in fulness the joy of the Lond. God
gives, whether gift or experience ar blesying i is based
upon some divine law, and because we do Dot seek to
kmow thoee laws, thaugh aften thoy ase guite sitple, it

want 1o spER 5 the ultimme goal to-

wards which. these experiences of the joy of the Loed
[ . The above verse indicates at once thar
the object of all His dealings vkh’u‘ in fellowship
1
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with Hionelf. That goal sswards which He is drawing.
us on st by siep, 50 that we cannot draw back, is the
‘highest joy of perfect oneness and union with our Lord.

In these days of wickedess, corruption snd sin, very
faw people know the spirimal mesaing of human maried

aess, etrife, misery and sorrow. This is scen even' in
the murried lives of those who ate born again. In same
cases it is an open sccret, in other ceses it is a family
secret, but in eny case you bave got to admit that there
arc vesy few who enjoy the bliss of married life. This
is becawse they have failed to understand from the be-
gioning of their married life God’s thought and purpose
for them in bringing them together. Some people think
of martied life in terms of lust; others in terms of the
gold and silver they will get by the dowry; othmupm
in terms of farnished houses, or food, or clothing, and
yet others in terms of comfort, or of children or of
having suthority over their wives; and that is why we
find
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two from the Word of God, and them we shall see for
ourselves what is God's thought for married life.

“It is not good that the man showld be alome; I will
make him an help meet for kim” (Gen. 2.18).

Let us look first et Adsm and Eve. God's purpose
in giving Eve to Adsm 85 a companion was for fellow-
ship. God wants us all to have that true fellowship.
This word fellowship is 2 unique word in the Bible and
0o one can truly understand it who i not born agin,
mhﬂmNpmmmFlMMmSmhvboﬂy
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that day you wonld have perhaps said that they were
brother and sister, becaute they weve bork made in the
image of God.

Yet could there have been any comperison between

upon it, and fashioned it and it became Eve, the very
counterpart of Adsm. And we, before we are borm
agein, are just like that dry bone. Whoever you may
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tween two persons, because what husband and wife can
sive to and reccive from each other is something that
can never be exchanged between other persons. What
husbend and wife can give to each other camnot be given
by mother or brother or sister, or in any other relation-
ship. In a way that is equally unique there can be s
decp mystical union between man and God that even
the angels in beaven cannot experience, because they
cannot receive the divine love which He gives to man.
That is the marvel of redemption.

Now let us imagine a cultured and good-looking man,
marrying a plain, dark-complexioned and uncultured girl
and doing so of his own choice solely because of the
lave be bas for her. He marrics her, not for any com-
plxbiﬂndlllhnpxnbimbntloldyhemnfhﬁpm
inward love for her. She may be a5 black as cosl, and
;hem-yb::hemmn;ly-mmthewhnkmn,
but that man can give t her what he could Dot give
to anybody elsc, because their marrisge is besed upon
2 pure inward love and union,

In a similar way God can give to you and me 3
diviae love that the angels can never receive or appreciate.
He may give the angels wisdom; He may give them
power snd might; He may give them many tasks 1o
perform in heaven; but He cannot give them His deep,
redeeming, everlasting love. We say this with all re-
verence and by the authority of God, because the world
o come is not to be governed by angels, but by men
who are ow redecmed by His Blood. As Hebrews 2:
$-8 tells us, the world is not going to be in subjection
to the angels, but to mea.
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But as they together obey the divine laws, and as murual
trust and confidence increase, she will be able to teil
hiz all.

The time is coming when we will be able to tell our
Lord everything, and He will be able to tell us every-
thing. Some say that if the husband gives the whole
month's salary to his wife it is @ sign of true lave, but
when you go to heaven the Lord will share everything
with you without any compulsion, and yet you will be
glad o be in subjection to Him throughout cternity.

Now do you understand why your Lord wamts you
w be His? Now do you understand why He is calling
you, loving you and disciplining you? It is even that
He may rejoice over you with beavenly rejoicing, and
that you may have 0 iptimacy with God the Father,
the ‘Son, and the Holy Ghost that the angels can never
Xmow. It is that you may enjoy the sweetest love through
all eternity—that you may know the great joy of being
loved with a heavenly, everlasting love.

Why refuse such a love, when all the heavealy powers
are waiting w sec God's glory sad beamty in you and
God wants you to be the object of His delight and
affoction? Please receive Him with that object, that the
joy of the Lord may indeed be your strength, and that
He may rejoice over you with singing. Will you mot
allow Him to bring you into chat enjoyment?
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JOY THAT ABIDES

“At thy right hawd thers are pleasures for svermore™
(Psalm 16.11).

WE HAVE seen how the Lord begins to joy in us when
He bas brought us t 2 full and fina! position in Himself.
Our relationship to Him then is akin to that of  bride
being prepared for & Bridegroom. When the work of
salvation has been deepened and perfected until we know
bow intimate is to be our union with the Lord, and
when we begin to see something of what He wants ma
o be, then it becomes easier for us to prepare ourselves
for that mutal intimacy.

Before we came to our Lord Jesus Christ, and whea
we were in our sins, we thought only of what we would
receive from Him. When we struggled with sin, seckiog
t escape its power, end restised how weak and fesble
we were, then we cried to Him for help. When we were
in trouble or distress we called upon Him to deliver us
from our trials, and when we were dissppointed because

in all these things ew thought of sakoation only as some-
thing that we cold get from Hlim

Now we shall see from Issish 62 what our Loed
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mummbemﬂim,nﬂkwﬂeapmudhvpu
o get something in us for Himself.

“For Ziow's sake will I wos Kold my peace, and for
]ﬂunlnr‘xwhlﬂlwm,dfﬂ'l&rﬁhm
thereof go forth as brighiness, and the saloation thereof
a5 a lamp that buneth® (Isa. 62.1),

till we fully understand His thoughts. He has to dis-
cipline and train us over many years until our hearts
are ready to receive them. Let us then try o enter
inmﬂ:e,hunufGodhyﬁilhmds&lﬁmem
and desires which He has for us.

mbﬁghmn{Godlﬂmadfhnﬂ'medhupou
our darkness, to bring to us light in the revelation of

sre bright a6 & burning light, shining forth Gl every
Hndofdlrhushuhunmmplml’dﬂvmlw-y.

Godwmmtodhpl-y:m-lidlmmnmnh-
ot been possested by any nation in any pare of the
world, For centuties men throughout the world have
be:ryingmbecomgri;hmnbymdngupm
highmmalhwmdﬂxnmuwin;mmhwh
In every county, in every mation, in cvery religion,
mmhlvelmng;l:dthnwly,bnthendththu
bed to give up the struggle and scknowiedge their
defeat and failure, But the Mighty and Holy God
offers o you His own righteousness in which there
i oo flaw or fault In the words of Jude: *N

3
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unto him that is sble t keep you from falling, sod to
present you favltless before the prescace of his glory
with excoeding joy ... be glory”.

God wants to present us spotless in His own presence
before the sngels of heaven. But if we place our trust
in owr omm tighteousness He can never do that. Human
sighteousness is nothing but filthy rags. Whatsoever a
man may scquire by his own effort may look all right
to him for s short period, but it can never withstand
the searching gaze of heaven. But the righteousness of
God in you is of such @ neture that if you possess it
even the angels cannot point a finger at you io con-
demnation. God not only forgives youe sins but He
undertakes to keep you from fulling and to preseat you
spotiess in His presence with glory aad joy. Not a single
being will be able to see sny biemish or flaw in you
then. Such is the righteousness that God offers to us
Have you received such 2 righteousoess of are you still

you know that it is oot truc, snd if you were to be
cxamined by the heavenly powers, how would you stand ?
How will that ‘rightoousncss® of yours ever compare &
the righteousqess He gives?

“And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all
Rings shy glory: and thow shals be called by o new name,
sohich the-mowth of the Lord shall name” (Isa. 62.2).
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God reveals His standard in ¥ Corinthians 1.30, “Christ
Jesus ... is made unto us ... rightecusness”. He Himself
is our righteousness. No man on earth could find any
blemish in Him. He was the only Person of whom we
can say that He had no sin and knew no sin, and even
in heaven He is supreme sbove all the cherubim and
seraphim. It is His righteoumess which we receive through
faith in His finished work, and that is why other people
who, are full of criticisms cannot find fault in it. For
this rightcousness is 1o be cxposed and displayed to~day.
“The Geatiles shall see .. If the beavealy powers are
secing only His righteousness in you it stands to reason
that there must got be ground for men to find fault in
you now. “For as many of you a8 have been baptized
into Christ have put on Christ” (Gal. 3.27).

“But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not
provision for the flesh, to fulfl the Tusts thereof * (Rom.
13.14). Just as our skin covers the muscles underneath,
the very righteousness of the mighty Saviour covers us

- when we receive Him. We offer that 10 you now with
God's suthority. God's Word says it; we have proved
it by expericnce; now we offer it to you, and with it
the promise in Isaish 62.2: “And the Gentiles shall see
thy righteousness, and all Kings thy glory™.

There have been many great ¥ings throughout the
world in many centuries, mighty kings and wise kings,
kings who have fought many batties and who have
brought prosperity to their kingdoms. They came,
they lived, they died, and mow their names arc for-
gotten snd whatsoever they did sod schieved has




58 THE JOY OF THE LORD

become a5 nought. These worldly kings may bave boasted
of great achicvements snd glory, but when they are made
to scc your glory that you have in Christ—they will be
put t0 shame and will have to acknowledge that what
they had on earth is nothing compared to what they

now se¢ in you.

Our Lord wants us here to-day to be vessels of His
glory and besuty. Upon the earth, He makes us par-
tukers of the divine nature, temples of the Holy Spirit,
that we may become en expression of His own holiness,
sharers of His'inheritance, and vessels filled to overflow- .
ing with His 2. He makes us fit for His heavenly
calling and when the work of the Holy Spirit has been
perfected in our faithful walk on earth, we shall see the
honour and glory waiting for us in heaven, (Luke 19.17)
Many a saint just before his death has seen something
of heaven, and when his relstions are Weeping becanse
be is about to pass away, then it is the dying man who
begins 10 comfort zham. ‘Do not weep for me,’ he says,
‘I see heaven gpen snd the angels ready to rective me'.
Others around him may not se¢, but the one who is
about to be called by the Lord into heaven it given new
¢yes to see heavenly things. Some have actuslly heard
the angels singing before their death. Some, with shin-
ing face, declare that they see the Lord Jesus and though
in great physical pain, enter slready into the joy of
their Lord.

According to the Word of God, every believer who
is found fuithful in that which is lesst will be given
such & welcome. Will any carthly king receive such




JOY THAT ABIDES 59
hosour anywhere? Yet there is such & _terr in store
foe you, ‘and the kings shall see thy glory”. If you do
ot believe me wait till you dic and then you will know
whether what T say is true or not! You may be
end illiterate,. you may not know much about the Bible
or about Bible doctrine, but if you have been faithful
t© your Lord, there is & heavenly weloome awaiting you.

"And thow shalt be called by a mew name, which the
moush of the Lord shall name” (Iss. 62.2).

Anew neme!  Men upon earth may bave many names
and titles like Babadur, Kbao Babsdur, His Excellency,
and people who have such itles and the power or autho-
tity that goes with them demand the respect of men.
God says that He will give you sn cotirely new name
which He will choose.

Our fellow-men give us nsmes upon earth, which
describe our character. Some call us lazy, some proud,
others call us greedy, others vain, and others sgain say
that we are ugly end foolish. All these names indicate
our weakness, and often they follow us through life. It
does not matter by what name men call you upon
when you repent and are born again, the Lord Jesus by
His blood covers your past and takes away every rc-
proach and stigma of character, and gives you an eatirely
oew same which only the Lord God knows beside your-
scf. Is will be revealed when all things have become
new. We read in Revelation 21:5 “Behold I will make
all things new.” Bverything will be new in that day,
even your very personality,
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Some of you are very fond of new things. 1 remember
when I was & child my father bought me 2 new pair of
wummluwmmmm,ir
% see a thom in the path 1 would remove
mmul 1 wanted the shoes to remain new, bright
and shining. You may Like new clothes, or bouses, ot
friends, but they will all become old. Priends become
o0ld, and so also do husbands and wives! You also are
becoming old. Because of human corruption nothing
on carth can remain new.

But when you have received the new life which is
eternal, God will go on making you new all the time.
There is 0o old age in cternal life. You will mot see
in heaven anything that is old. Everything there will
be new and fresh and shining and bright. Every day
you will be learning and recciving something new.
The Lord says, ‘I will give you a new name,’
signifying all that He hes planned in ordes to keep us
new for eternity. Human efforts cannot keep you young.
Some old people dye their hair, because they want to
fook young. Some parents do not want children because
they hope thereby to remain young. Ymm-quae:
if yon bave that mentality. But apart from that, human
effort cannot keep men youmg Thehnmlnhodymnn
become old. But in eternity thére will be perpetual
freshness and youth.
"TMMtalwkamn’bry the hand of
the Lord; and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God™.
(Isa. 623).

These two things go together, the crown and the.
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royal disdem. Many Xings bave both. They have first
s crown made at the time of their Coronation which
speaks of the glory of the king for that occasion. Then
they have another crown, which has beea in the royal
family for many generstions. That is what these words
mean: A crown in the hand of the Locd, and & royal
disdem in the hand of thy God.

First of all, you become a crown to show forth God's
greatness, to show forth what God hes wrought in yon
inwardly. Yon may have been s drunkard but the mighty
Lord has made you clean sod new, you mag have been
living » lifc of shame, but, by God's grace, you bave
been redeemed and cleansed.

Secondly, we share that greatness with all the saints
who huve been from the very beginning of creation.
When we go to heaven we shall see Abraham, Joseph,
Moses, Issish and Daniel, and will not need to be in-
troduced to them. For eternal life is of such & nature
that it makes us perfectly one with all the sons of God
throughout all ages, We shall enjoy beaven's fulness
and ealth and perfection. When we go there we wilt
not live like stringer, but as one hesvenly family in
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the Lord delighteth in thet, and thy land shall be marvied™
(Iss. 62.4).

Do you remember how, in the book of Esther, we
see many virgins brought to the king, and Esther herself
among them? The other virgins, we are told, wsed
many oils and spices to make themselves appear more
beautifal, but none of them brought delight to the king.
Yet when Esther was brought before him, the king
lovtdhglbme-ﬂmmm:befmd favour

“Thon shalt 0o more be termed Forssken.” Upon
this eanth, if your bome is an unbappy one and you do
“ not get what you waat, you begin longing for something
berer. Bmwhmym-p(mhav:nd!ympq
failures and disappointments will be covered.  You may
bave had nobody to love you far many years, nobody
to wipe your tears, nobody to hold your hands and say:
1 am sorry for you'. But in heven your God will
love you and joy over you, and will say: ‘My child, L
fove you more than snyone could ever have loved you
on earth? God will take delight in you. He will love
you, and will be Joved by you in return.

Upon earth it bappens sometimes that you love
someone who does not love you, or someome Joves
you but you do mot respond. But in beaven we will




Hiosself will take delight in us, loving us and being
foved by ws. Upon earth you may have 06 true friends,
ut the love of God will make full compensation. There
you will bask in His sunshine through all eternity.

And do not be aftaid of being left out. He, being

“The Lovd thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; be
will rejoice over thes with joy; he will rest in kis love, he
il joy over thee with singing” (Zeph. 3.17).

Of what & pﬂvdqammnmmmwhmﬂe

Joy which is your strength, and it is this joy
we offec you in the Name of the

£
ie
g
E

forgive you
completely, and Jove you for Brernity—and *He wili
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rest in His loos”. Do not despise God's offer, nor reject
i The Lord Jesus Christ, your loving Saviour, is
standing by your side plesding with you and saying:
<My som, My daughter, give Me your beart; and let My
joy be your strength, My life your life.” Amea.





